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Change in the Poverty Rate of Children in Lone Parent Households
by the Difference in the Marital History of the Parents:
the Influence of Family Structures and the Social Security System

Yuko TAMIYA®

Abstract

In this study, the relative poverty rate of children belonging to lone-parent households was
estimated, and the change factors of poverty rate are examined with a particular focus on the differences found
by the parent’s marital history, by gender, as well as the influence of the transfers. For the analysis, the
microdata from the “Comprehensive Survey of Living Conditions” was used. Differences were found in the
poverty rate of children belonging to lone-parent households based on the marital history of lone-parents as
well as the gender of the lone-parent. The trend showed that the divorced lone-mother households had the
highest poverty rate followed by widowed and unmarried. The poverty rate of children in lone-father
households was trending lower than in lone-mother households. Next, the effectiveness of taxation and social
security system on poverty reduction substantially differed depending on whether or not the lone-mother
households were due to being widowed or divorced, and a major reduction in poverty level was seen in cases
where the mothers were widowed. In the case of divorced lone-mother households, since 2006, a certain
amount of poverty reduction due to the effect of the taxation and cash transfers could be observed.
Additionally, upon analyzing the change factors in children’s poverty rate in lone-parent households since the
year 2000, it was found that while the increase in the poverty rate had much to do with the changes of market
income, since the latter half of the 2000’s, that rise of poverty rate had been canceled out and controlled by the
redistributive impact of transfers. While the impact of the changes in the composition ratio of lone-parents,
such as the increase in divorced lone-mother households, are less than that of market income, it has to a
certain extent contributed to the rise in the poverty rate.

Keywords : Child Poverty, Trends in Poverty Rate, Change Factors in Poverty Rate, Marital History of Lone
Parents
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