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Gerhard Mackenroth’s Population Theory (1)
Yuichi MINAKAWA

This report was written to introduce Mackenroth’s population theory with its under-
lying sociological standpoint and to appraise his sociological theory of population pulting
it in sociological and demographic contexts. Mackenroth, a German sociologist, published a
book in 1953 titled “Bevilkerungsliehre, Theorie, Soziologie und Statistik der Bovilker-
ung”, in which he emphasized the importance of sociological standpoint in the study of
population. He says that “sociology has always a final voice in population study (“Bevilfer-
ungsiehre”, p.111). It is asserted in his study of population that the population law is
nothing but a historical-sociological one. He expresses it otherwise as “Bevilkerungsweise”
or “generative Strufktur’. 1lc however, does not explain, to my regret, his sociological
theory systematically in his book. 1 followed up, thercfore, his sociological theory stated
in onc of his former books, “Sinn wnd Ausdruck in der sozialen Formenwelt” published
in 1952

This article is composed of five chapters.  The first is devoted to clarifly Mackenroth’s
sociological study making his catcgory “Ausdrucksverstehen” a key point and how his
sociological theory is related to population study. This chapter was written chiefly with
reference to the hook “Sinn wrnd Awusdruck’.

Chapters second to fourth arc an introduction to Mackenroth's population theory in his
book Bewvilkerungslefre. In the second chapter, I brought together his rather fragmentary
references to the concept “Bewvilkernngsweise” and systematized it. According to my
apprehension, the category of Bevilkerungsweise is a basic concept in Mackenroth’s
population theory. By using this category, we can apply “Ausdrucksverstehen” to the

study of population.



In the third chapter 1 examined his empirical study on Bevilkerungsweise of north-
western European world. In this area, according to Mackenroth, there existed “«w/te Bevilk-
erungsiweise” in the preindustrial period, and the modern industrialized age has “newe
Bevilkerungsweise” which has been formed in accordance with the industrialization of

society. (To he continued)
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