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Work and Childbearing Choice of Married Women in Japan:
the Effect of Labor Practices

Nobuko NAGASE

The paper aims to analyze the changes in work and childbearing behavior, the effect of
educational attainment, occupation, firm size, household characteristics, and attitude towards
marriage in present Japan. Data used is 7370 samples from the Eleventh Japanese National
Fertility Survey conducted by National Institute of Population and Social Security Research in 1997
for married women aged up to 49 years old. Despite the Equal Employment Opportunity Law
Between Sex implemented in 1986 and the Child Care Leave Law implemented in 1992, more than
70 percent of females retire to become housewives after the birth of their first child. The percentage
is even on the increase for the younger generation unlike the case of many western countries.
Females eventualy re-enter the labor market, but those with higher educationa attainment are less
likely to return. The purpose of the paper is to examine whether the increase in withdrawal from
the labor market following child birth is demand lead, more preferred by women themselves, or is
forced by labor practices and difficulties in adjusting work hours.

A large wage gap exists between regular workers and atypical workers including part-time
workers in Japan. The work hours are long for the regular workers, and the entry to the regular
work position is easiest for the newly graduated, and is more difficult for the middle-aged and the
aged. Because of such labor market conditions, options following marriage and childbirth becomes
more of a discrete choice between regular employment, atypical employment and full-time
housekeeping, rather than awork hour choice under given market wage rate as in the standard |abor
supply model.

First, attitude towards marriage between age group was compared by factor analysis. It showed
that attitude and values towards marriage differed between generations. The increase in withdrawal
from labor market of the younger generation did not conform to this new marriage attitude that
place more emphasis on individual attainment.

Second, individual’s choice among continuation of regular work, work change to atypical work
and withdrawal from work as full-time housekeeping was estimated using multinominal logit
model for the period following marriage and also for the period following the birth of first child.
While higher wage for women increased continued labor participation after marriage, it did not
necessarily do so after the childbirth. Factors encouraging participation after childbirth were
additional help within household (extended family), individualistic attitude towards marriage, and
one's own mothers work history. Though higher wage did not increase participation after childbirth,
if one was to participate, low-wage atypical labor was less likely to be selected. The opportunity
cost of quitting their job, however, had some effect on childbirth delay as shown by the Weibull
regression analysis. Thus, the recent increase in the withdrawal of women from the labor market
after the first childbirth can be explained in most part by the enhanced work opportunities in regular
employment for women and by difficulties in adjusting work hours, rather than by changes in
preferences of the younger generation.
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0000 00000000000000000000000000000 (00, 19940
00, 1998).

000000, 000000000000000000. 00000000000, O
000, 0000000 00000000000000000000000, (b 000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000.
00000000000000000000,0000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000,00000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000. 00000000
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ooooooboooboo,oobboobbooo0booobbuoo, obbooo
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oooooo, bbbbboboooooooioooooooo oo
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oo00 (00, 1998). 0O00oO0OO0bOO0O0ODOO0DOO0OOO0DOoDOOobOoODODOobOOODOO
googob,obbobooboobgooboooobooo.

gobooboooobgooboob, booboooboobooboboooboooboo
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The Transformation of Partnerships of Japanese WWomen in the 1990s:
Increased Reluctance towards Traditional Marriages
and the Prevalence of Non-Cohabiting Couples

Miho lwasawa

The aim of this study is to describe the decline in the number of marriages in present-day Japan
from the viewpoint of recent behavioral changesin intimate relationships between men and women.
The so-called second demographic transition in developed countries since the mid-1960s has been
accompanied by a series of changes in the relationships between men and women in the process of
family formation. This research focuses on the recent trends in these relationships of Japanese
women with regard to sexual behavior, the availability of a partner, and living arrangements with
a partner.

The data set was derived from the 9th, 10th, and 11th Japanese National Fertility Survey
conducted in 1987, 1992 and 1997 respectively. Two samples of never-married and married
women between the ages of 18 to 49 were used in the analsis. Even though the number of
marriages has declined steeply since the mid-1980s, the number of women who had engaged in
intercourse and the proportion of women currently having intimate relationships with their partner
has not changed significantly. In contrast, unlike the case in Western Europe, the number of
women living with their partner has decreased radically and non-marital cohabitation has not
prevailed.

These findings demonstrate that the recent nuptiality decrease among Japanese women has been
accompanied with a shift in the partnership typologies, from the “traditional marriage (legaly
formalized and living together)” to “non-cohabiting couples (not being legally formalized nor
living together).” This transformation should be distinguished from that observed in most western
countries, where non-marital cohabitation (not formalized but living together) has replaced
marriage to become the dominant type of partnership among younger people, with the exception of
Southern Europe.
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The Postponement of Marriage in Japan and the “Single Lifestyle’
Akiko IwamA

The postponement of marriage is of strong concern in Japan because of its consequences for
fertility. This study focuses on the lifestyle patterns of never-married adults to explain the variation
in their attitude toward marriage as well as their desire for marriage, using the 11th Japanese
Nationa Fertility Survey, which uses a nationally representative sample conducted by the National
Institute of Population and Socia Security Research in 1997. To avoid biased results, the analyses
are restricted to never-married men and women aged 18-49 who have jobs outside of the primary
industries .

The results of cluster analysis show four lifestyle patterns among men and five among women.
These lifestyle patterns differentiate the ideal type of spouse; for example, the women having a
stronger career-orientation prefer a husband who understands their work situation. Generally,
persons who are fulfilled in their public and private life expect a more superior spouse.

Using regression models by sex and cohort, the effects of lifestyle on the desire for marriage are
estimated. Men tend to consider themselves to be the breadwinner and their marriage desires
depend on their socioeconomic status; the higher the statusiis, the stronger the marriage desire. The
effects of lifestyle are stronger than socioeconomic status among women. In addition, men with a
fulfilled life have a stronger desire for marriage, while a fulfilled life is a disincentive to marry
among women. These findings indicate that there is a gender difference in the relationship between
lifestyle and the desire for marriage and that the perceived costs of marriage are especially high to
women who enjoy their lives as singles.
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337 62.58 4.05 26.58 24.26 59.79 53.33 6.47 01| 7
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0O 0O O O (1992) 133| 1509 | 2529| 1804| 1205 39.2 136 3.85
000oo00° (199) 384| 1300| 1303 80.7 36.0 87|0 05 212
00000 (1993) 765| 1510| 1259 89.1 6290 112|0 27 2.60
00000 (1995) 136 930| 1516| 1442 89.7 335 77 2.67
00000 (1992) 821| 2179| 2056| 1799| 1447 80.3 315 471

[0O000]
O 0O 0O (1994) 610| 1208| 1140| 1022 59.9 1490 40 2.38
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0 O O O (1995) 60.2 91.4 78.8 46.8 17.2 25 05 1.49
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000000000007 (1995) 616| 1268| 1145 85.2 487|0 56|0 23 2.22
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1970 2.29 2.25 2.18 254 193 1.95 2.16 1.83
1975 1.83 174 2.24 201 243 192 2.04 1.69
1980 1.65 1.69 2.05 2.46 2.07 155 2.02 1.63
1985 1.47 151 1.95 2.38 195 1.45 212 164
1990 1.45 1.62 181 242 1.89 1.67 2.05 1.78
1993 1.48 1.60 1.46 2.27 1.67 175 1.45 181
1994 1.44 (P 155 137 2.23 1.44 181 1.37 1.85
1995 1.40 (P 155 1.23 213 1.28 181 1.32 181
1996 1.42 . 124 2.08 118 175 1.30 1.76
1997 1.36 . 1.09 2.00 117 . 124 174

oo gooob|ooooboyooooOo|oobO0O|oboob |oooooo |oooooD oo OOo

1970 247 202 219 243 1.97 281 3.87 243
1975 1.93 1.45 1.54 228 238 265 3.40 221
1980 1.94 145 1.94 223 192 248 323 1.68
1985 181 1.28 1.73 168 183 1.93 250 145
1990 178 1.45 152 143 1.84 231 212 1.36
1993 165 1.28 134 1.69 222 191 1.26
1994 165 1.24 136 1.64 214 185 122
1995 1.70 1.25 132 157 208 185 118
1996 172 132 130 146 212 | (P 188 | (B 121
1997 | (P 171 132 138 204 | (P 192 | (B 122
00 |ooooo BDDDB 00 0|0000|00000 |00000 |00000 |00000
1970 2.40 1.97 . 257 . 2.20 2.76 289
1975 2.20 152 217 1.66 1.98 226 252 262
1980 2.00 1.50 1.98 1.60 172 2.8 219 245
1985 2.10 1.38 1.99 151 1.68 233 173 226
1990 2.00 1.62 205 162 1.93 204 157 1.83
1993 1.69 1.69 201 157 1.86 185 152 144
1994 152 172 1.89 157 1.87 1.80 144 141
1995 1.49 167 1.83 153 1.87 161 141 1.34
1996 142 1.76 210 153 1.89 158 144 1.30
1997 1.39 171 195 | (P 154 1.86 151 146 132

oo goooob (ooooob yooooo (ooobOoO|oooooo o o Oyo o Oojoooao

1970 2.23 2.40 2.10 2.86 194 2.10 5.68 245
1975 191 2.55 2.16 2.80 1.78 161 5.09 181
1980 1.46 2.32 211 221 1.68 155 4.36 1.89
1985 114 2.25 172 1.64 173 152 3.59 1.80
1990 131 2.09 1.46 1.36 214 1.59 2.99 1.83
1993 112 192 134 1.27 2.00 151 2.76 1.76
1994 1.22 1.66 132 121 1.89 1.49 2.69 174
1995 1.10 152 1.29 117 174 1.48 2.62 171
1996 1.25 1.47 1.28 115 161 1.50 2.55 172
1997 1.24 125 (B 115 153 1.48 248 171
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00 |000000 0000 |00000|0000|0 O O0|00000 |00000 |000000
1970 1.07 1.06 1.01 118 091 093 1.03 0.87
1975 0.86 0.82 1.10 0.94 116 0.92 0.99 0.80
1980 078 0.81 0.96 112 0.98 0.74 095 0.78
1985 0.70 072 092 111 093 0.70 0.80
1990 0.69 0.78 0.87 1.16 091 0.80 097 0.86
1993 071 | (P 077 0.69 1.10 0.80 0.84 0.68 0.88
1994 069 | (P 0.74 0.65 1.08 0.69 0.87 0.65 0.90
1995 067 | (P 075 0.59 1.03 0.61 0.87 063 0.88
1996 0.68 058 1.00 057 062 0.85
1997 0.66 052 B 057 | (P 084 059 0.83
00 |0D0DO0OD|0000|0000|0000|00000 |000000 000000 | 0000
1970 117 095 1.04 1.10 091 132 1.81 112
1975 092 0.68 0.73 1.09 111 1.26 1.60 1.02
1980 093 0.68 093 188 091 1.19 152 0.78
1985 0.87 0.60 0.84 0.79 0.87 0.97 1.19 0.69
1990 085 0.70 0.67 0.89 111 1.00 0.65
1993 0.80 0.61 0.64 0.80 1.09 092 | (P 064
1994 0.80 0.59 0.65 0.78 1.03 088

1995 0.82 0.60 0.64 0.75 0.99 0.89

1996 063 0.69 1.02 0.89

1997 B 063 0.97 0.92

00 |ooooo EDDDE 0 0 0O|0000|00000|00000|00000 (00000
1970 111 1.08 1.08 1.23 1.19 1.01 1.23 131
1975 1.01 114 1.06 0.80 0.95 1.06 1.19 118
1980 0.96 0.94 1.07 0.77 0.82 1.07 1.03 1.09
1985 0.99 0.74 1.07 0.74 0.80 1.10 083 1.08
1990 097 071 0.98 078 0.93 0.97 072 0.86
1993 0.79 0.70 0.98 0.76 0.90 0.88 073 0.67
1994 073 0.68 098 0.76 0.90 0.86 0.69 0.66
1995 071 0.68 0.98 0.74 0.89 0.77 0.67 0.63
1996 068 0.98 073 0.90 0.75 0.69 0.63
1997 0.66 097 | (P 074 0.89 0.72 0.70 0.62
00 |00000|00000|000C00|0C0O0OC0|000000|0 O O|0 O O|oooOoD
1970 1.04 113 1.00 1.35 0.92 1.00 2.69 116
1975 0.89 121 1.02 131 0.85 0.77 253 0.86
1980 068 110 1.00 1.08 0.81 0.74 226 091
1985 053 1.08 0.82 0.77 0.83 0.72 2.05 0.86
1990 058 0.99 071 0.62 1.03 0.76 135 0.89
1993 053 092 0.64 057 097 0.72 1.25 0.85
1994 056 0.80 0.64 0.92 0.71 1.23 0.84
1995 048 0.73 0.64 056 0.84 0.70 1.20 0.82
1996 0.70 0.61 0.76 0.72 0.83
1997 0.69 0.71

oo®ooo, OO0, ...00000.
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