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Changing Patterns of Spatial Mobility and the Problem of Life Plan among
Japanese Youth: An Analysis of a Factor of Late Marriage Effecting the
Decline of the Fertility Rate

Takashi HARADA

This paper deals with the changing patterns of spatial mobility among Japanese youth, as a
background of late marriage, a main factor of the recent decline of fertility rate.

Until 1960s there were typical patterns of spatial movement: moving to the metropolitan areas
for higher education and/or job opportunities, or staying at their birthplaces. These were based on
the decisions of long-term life plan among family members.

Recently Japanese youth has many options where to go and what to do in various areas. Their
decisions are, as our survey shows, based on rather short-term life plan. And the friendship they
built up in metropolitan areas does not last long. Though we have new patterns such as U-tern and
I-tern mobility based on long-term life plan, these are exceptional.

So it is supposed that changing patters of spatial mobility, based on the short-term life plan, are
connected with late marriage.





