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30 ~ 34 1,547 A 1.0 8.4 61.5 27.0 1.9 G.3 2,21 A

t e OBFRLED TET PHIALIECD), ROBA M T T 008 7R T

Y, TETFHEOADEDEIEIVTNOEBETH LYHBTHY, |MFTEL LETEE I
EAEEDIRLNI ENRFE. D0, FHE L Oh LI 0h &S FHRIZOWTIE, HAE
DREBOKBIMETFHREEL L EEH S THBZOTH D,

FEFHB 1 ADOEIEIE30~3480 8 % »» 525~205%012%, 20~24mEND15%~ & FHEREIT &
B RBoTNDEITHAD. EHEMZ, 20~UROEIMO " DOERBBIT L~ TFETFHEL 3
AUEDEERLRENZ ENLHD L5, ZoFBEALT LLME Y LIRKREZEAL T2
DI THRSEZES THB.

FETFHE 4 AU EOEE G CFNOERBIZ OV T 2.5 YRR T 9, LEHEENKLIZS
<R,

REBDEG2ANLNLIADTFHE VDI EXTFELTEY, 2084132 ANC0%E, 3 AN
BLHBENS I EIATHD.

3T, Lk BERHEIFRET —510L > THTE 2. DVBEBRECELR ) nZDTE T
T~ 2 O REEIEDBED DN TH S . RiZhbNbild, FEFEEMN T » 1V — o 4
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(3.1) (12.4) (84.5)
30 ~ 34 2.16 2.25 2.07 2.30 1,95 2,19
(3.7) | (16.4) (79.9)
35 ~ 39 2.49 L 2.34 2,08
(6.1) (20.7) | (73.2)
40 ~ 44 2.54 2.24 2.13
(8.9 (19.8) [ (71.3)
45 ~ 49 2.73 2. 46 | 2,19
(12.3) (19.1) f (68.6)
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20 ~ 24 1.00 2.23 0.67 2,17 g 0.47 2.19 0.33#: 2.13*
(25.0%) (57.6%) (15.6%)D (1.8%)

25 ~ 29 1.59 2,29 1.34 2.11 1.11 2,13 0,99 2.15
(23.3) (57.4) (14,8) ( 4.5)

30 ~ 34 2.08 2,22 1.98 2,22 1.81 2.09 1.76 2,22
(29.4) (55.3) (10.4) ( 4.8)
35 ~ 39 2.21 | 2.13 ’ 2,06 | 2,11
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The Usefulness of the Intended Number of Children for
Fertility Predictions in Japan

Makoto NOHARA

For the population projection by the cohort component method we need assumptions
on fertility schedule as well as mortality schedule in the future. In this paper I have
discussed whether we could assume such fertility schedule in the future—at least the
level of total fertility rates—for the current Japanese population projections on the empirical
basis.

Theoretically, all the live births are divided into either wanted ones or unwanted
ones. The unwanted births are difficult to be predicted because they are, in the true
sense of the word, the unexpected consequences for the women in question. On the other
hand I think the wanted births can be predicted to a certain extent because they are
regarded, more or less, as the consequences of women’s or couple’s decision-making on
how many children they intend to have.

In the 7th National Fertililty Survey held by the Institute of Population problems
in June, 1977, we obtained the data on how many children currently married women of
child-bearing age intend to have. From this data we have found out that the mean
number of children intended for the age group of women, 20-24, 25-29, and 30-34, are
around 2.2, that is 2.19, 2.15, and 2.21 in order and that these figures correspond, fairly
well, to those derived from other fertility surveys held in these five years in Japan. In
addition, these figures turned out to be very close to 2.19 of the completed fertility, that
is, the mean number of children ever born for the currently married women aged 40-44.
We assumed that such similarity as found between the intended and the completed fertility
existed because the probable failure of realization of the mean number of children intended
due to unexpected subfecundity was made up for by the possible occurence of unwanted
births. If that is the case, we can regard the mean number of children intended for
currently married young women as the good predictor of their completed fertility level.

Moreover, we have found out that differential completed fertility due to several
respondent’s characteristics, such as wife’s educatin, degree of urbanization, and
husband’s occupation, can presumably be predicted, by and large, by differences in the
mean number of children intended for women of young cohort due to the same
characteristics.

Last of all, by transforming the predicted levels of completed fertility for currently
married women into those for women as a whole, including any marital status, we have
reached the conclusion that the predicted level of the total fertility rate for young
cohort is likely to he at best 2.0 on average, below the replacement level of Japanese



population, even if we do not take into account the probable changes in social and
economic structure,



