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Two Major Migration Streams in Japan

Sumiko UCHINO

1. "In migration studies so far, more emphasis has been placed on net migration aspect.
rather than on multiple relations of migration of each region. The author is primarily
comcerned here with changing position of each region in terms of origins and destinations.
On the basis of “Annual Report on the Internal Migration in Japan Derived from the
Baisc Resident Registers” (Bureau of Statistics) an analysis has been made for twenty
years, 1955 to 1974. An important finding is that mutual migration stream between
regions adjacent each other has begun to increase recently. Increasing trend of return
migration 'in particular from large metropolitan areas like Tokyo and Osaka has already
been pointed out by my. colleagues of the Institute of Population Problems. The return
migratory movement in Japan is taking place at national level, but migration streams
among adjacent regions are local movement of population. My conclusion is that migration
patterns may be charaterized by these two major m1grat10n streams at both national
and local levels. . ‘

2. Firstly, 15 regions classified by geographical features have been examined about their
net migrations for the period, 1955 to 1974, in order to check the most recent trends,
‘which have already been reconized widely. - '

3. Regional analysis has been made by two methods. One is to examine destinations and =

origins of each region in terms of migration volumes. Another is to exanine multiple
relations of each region by using “preference index”, which is a simple method, but

may be helpful for explaining changing situation in a more Objective way. So called.

preference index is expressed as follows.

P.l.=— Mo 100

m=proportion of interarea migrants in the national population
Po="Population at origin, O
Pp=Population at destination, D
Mop=actual number of migrants from O to D
Y Pi=national population
Analysis suggests that some local regions have come to show stronger exchange of
population with their adjacent regions than with metropohtan areas. Typical cases can
be found between Northern part and Southern part . within North-Eastern regxon, and
also between San-in and San—-yo within the Chugoku region.
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