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An Analysis of Regional Differences in Food Consumption :
Dispersion of Food Vectors (3) -

Sumiko UcHiNO

This is the fouth and ﬁml aricle following by three previous articles publishd in the
Journal of Population Problems (No. 118, April, 1971 & No. 125, January, 1973) and
Annual Report of the Intitule of Population Probiems (No. 17 December, 1972), in which
I examined the regional disparity in dietary patterns using various methods.

The major approach was to compute a similarity index of dietary patterns for each
individual prefecture in order to compare the prefectures. In order to do this the perce-
ntage distribution of expenditare on 16 groups of foode in each prefecture was considered
as the dietary pattern index of that prefecture. ‘

The basic data was derived from the Nationrl Survey of Famxly and Expenditures :
conducted every five years since 1959 by the Bureau of Statistics of the Prime Mm1sters
Office. FR
In this concluding article, a further analysis of regmnal dlfferences in dietary patterns ‘
was attempted by computing the summation of the distances between normahzed and .
also of the distancse between standardized - vectors, and thus obtammg the dispersion
angle of food vectors. ' :



