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Report of the Sixth Fertility Survey in 1972,
No. 9 — Fertility Differences by Income, Tenure of
Dwellings and Working Status of Wives

Yoshikazu WATANABE

This paper tries to analyse the differential fertility of Japan based on the materials
collected by the Sixth Fertility Survey, conducted by the Institute of Population Problems

Cat June 1, 1972. The indices used in this study are manifold economic factors such as

income, tenure of dwellings and working status of housewives.

The results are as follow:
Middle income classes and rented house residents have relatively lower fertility

compared to the high or low income classes and owned house residents. The reasons
of this differentials between classes could be explained by the facts that they were very
concerned for the high cost of their children’s education, as well as they were willing to
save money to have their own houses and to secure their future life.

As for the working status of wives, family size differed between the status, namely
full-time and part-time emplyees had a smaller family than family workers and home
handicraft workers. The small family size in full-time and part-time employees were
due to the poor working conditions which caused difficulties in bearing and rearing of
children, though family workers and home handicraft workers had relatively less difficul-
ties for the reasons of that they could easily take care of their children in their 'spare
time and they might frequently be assisted by their family members. Still more, part-
time and home handicraft workers thought, on their innermost heart, they must restrict
the number of children because of the economic difficulties in bearing and taking care of

children under the poor social welfare,



