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Brief Report of the Sixteenth Session of
the United Nations Population Commission

Toshio Kuroba

1. This is a brief report of the 16th session of United Nations Population Commission
held in Geneva, 1-12 November 1971, primarily based on personal impressions rather than
formal description of the session itself.
2. Challenge to the 1970’s

The 16th session was really first one held in the 1970’s which was designated as
the Second United Nations development decade which started in 1971. It suggests a
timely importance for the Population Commission which was actually responsible for
implementing a variety of action programmes established by the United Nations, for
example the Third World Population Conference in 1974 and World Population Year in
the same year, including the above Second Development Decade. Serious discussions
focussed on the report of the Secretary General, “Population and the Second United Nations
Development Decade” (E/CN. 9/243).
3. A New Dimension of Population Policy

It was particularly noticeable that the concept of pnpulation policy was largely
developed to include many other fields of population in addition to fertility control. It
tended to narrowly implicitly or explicitly imply fertility control through'family planning
programme so far. It was stressed and accepted by all members that population policy
should be considered in the broadest sense, including migration, distribution, mortality,
labor force development and so on. Such an extension of population policy in its contents
brought inevitably so called advanced countiries in the same level as developing countries
in terms of population problems. Population policy was developed in dimensions both of
content and area. In this connection long-range approaches to population policy adopted
in Japan and the United States were given attention.

4. Joint Draft Resolution for Action
Joint draft resolution for action by the Economic and Social Council was co-sponsored

by the United States, Japan, Iran, Pakistan and Spain for the Commission. This draft
is really significant in reflecting fundamental idea of population policy.

Originally draft expressed enthusiastic idea of reducing the current increase rate of
2 % in the world population to one % by the end the century. Although it was revised
to read “in achieving substantial reduction of the rate of population growth in those
countries which consider that the present rate of growth is too high”, basic attitude
favoring population control was recognized in nearly all representatives including USSR.
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5. Message to the People’s Republic of China
Proposal made by Representative of Ghana to invite the People’s Republic of China,

newly approved member of the United Nations, to attend the session as observer was
unanimously approved. However, the Committe did not have any reactions from the

People’s Republic of China.

6. A Step to Globalism | |
Irrespective of diversified situation of population among member countries, the reco-

gnition of “spaceship earth” was characteristic of the 16th session of the Population
Commission. Accelerating awareness of population problems in the world as a whole
led the Population Commission to decidc to hold a special session exceptionally in 1972
in order to discuss some specific subjects, namely World Population Conference, World
Population Year and Population and Development which are urgently designed to achieve
the goals of the Second Development Decade successfully.



