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Types of Out-Flow of Farming Labor Force in Recent Japan:
In View of the Tendency to Become Wageworkers

Hirotoshi SHiBaTA

The purpose of this paper is to find major characteristics of out-flow types of the
farming labor force and their changing aspects in recent Japan, in particular, in the latter
half of the so-called “high economic growth” period (1963-68). Statistical data used in
this paper are mainly from annual reports of “Survey on Working Conditions of Farm
Households” by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

In spite of the fact there has been a great demand for labor force in the “high
economic growth”, it is not perfectly realized that workers flowing out of farming labor
force become pure wageworkers.

The author classified the out-flow types of the fai‘ming labor force into three: 1.
cityward migration type; 2. commuting type; and 3. migrant worker type, and examined
characteristics of these types by different economic zones and by farming strata. He
further tried to clarify reasons why it is not perfectly realzed that those flowing out of
farming labor force become pure wageworkers. In this respect, the author paid special
attention to the features of growth of capitalism and also of agriculture in Japan.



