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Special Issue

TRENDS AND PROSPECTS OF FERTILITY
IN JAPAN

Foreword

The Institute of Population Problems initiated in the fiscal year 1967 a program
“to hold every year a symposium within the Institute on a selected major subject to bz
participated by all the research staff members of the Institute. The third symposium,
-which was for the fiscal year 1969, was held at the Institute in two sessions, one on
March 11 and the other on March 16, 1970.

The theme selected for this symposium was “Trends and Prospects of Fertlhty in
Japan”. The movement of fertility is expected to be a principal determinant of population
.changes in future Japan. Owing to the decline of fertility, the net reproduction rate of
Japan has been below unity during a period of more than ten years since 1956. It is
.one of the most important topics for the research of Japan's population problems to
.examine the past trends in fertility and forecast future fertility.

The symposium was presided by me and it developed multi-dimensional debates on
‘the following three reports:

1. A general view of fertility and its regulaﬁion in Japan
by Hisao AoKI

2. An analysis of socio-economic factors affecting fertility in Japan
by Yoichi OxAzAKI

3. Approach to analyse future trends of fertility in Japan
by Hidehiko HaMA.

1. Mr. Aox1 analyzed postwar fertility trends of Japan by classifying the postwar
-period into four phases. He pointed that the postwar.fertility decline in Japan be charac-
‘terized by the combination of the following three patterns: (1) a tendency of family size
‘to be stereotyped, (2) rejuvenation of ages at childbirth, and (3) bunching of birth. He
further examined the motivation of .fertility control, reviewed methods of practice, and
-evaluate fertility control effectiveness. Referring to his prospects of future Japan’s fertility,
Mr. Aok1 suggested the possibility of a fertility recovery under some favourable conditions,
‘'by pointing signs of rising fertility observed recently in some parts of age classes and
social strata. A conclusion was made that a promotion of social development well-balanced
by economic development would be required for future recovery of Japan’s fertility. '

2. Mr. OkazAK! pointed, first, a correspondence of the recent phase of fertility trends
in Japan to the stage of unusual low fertility experienced in the demographic transition
in western world in 1930’s and in view of this correspondence he sﬁggested the possibility

.___.3__'



of a future recovery of Japan’s fertility. Secondly, he analyzed structural patterns of
low fertility in recent Japan by examining relationships between the proportion of married.
and marital fertility of women. According to his analysis, the low level of fertility is to
be attributed to a peculiar structure of the proportion of married by age rather than to
the level of marital fertility of women itself. Thirdly, after referring to the generally
accepted opinion on the existence of negative correlation between fertility and level of
living, Mr. Oxkazak1 suggested it possible to assume a positive correlation between the:
both factors as far as the respective stages of economic development are concerned, and
he tried to make an unique explanation of the above-mentioned negative correlation by
shifting the fertility function. Finally, he emphasized the necessity of following up cohort.
fertility rates for the purpose of estimating future fertility.

3. Mr. Hama mentioned the following four methods for estimating future fertility:
(1) a method based on time series analysis of age-specific birth rates of women for the:
whole country, (2) a method based on rank order analysis of age-specific birth rates of
women by prefectures, (3) a method based on time series analysis of age-specific marital.
birth rates of women and age-specific birth rates of women by prefectures, and (4) a.
method based on rank order analysis of :age-specific marital birth rates of women and.
age-specific birth rates of women by prefectures. Then, he referred to his correlation:
analysis between age-specific marital birth rates of women and personal income per capita.
or industrial structure of population done on the basis of prefectural data. Emphasizing
the necessity to clarify interrelationships between fertility and socio-economic factors for
the purpose of refining assumptions and techniques in estimating future fertility, Mr..
Hama discussed the problem of fertility projections basing on his newly constructed chart
indicating circulating flows of econom1c and social factors with the population sector as.
its pivot. ‘

This symposium was a success in its bringing forward various vivid discussions on
the fertility problem of Japan which is of urgent importance. In summary, major points.
of discussion in this symposium will be as the followings: (1) a comparison between
patterns of fertility trends in the “demographic transition” in western developed countries.
and those in Japan and an orientation of the Japan’s experience of fertility in the
international perspectives, (2) evaluations of the today’s situation and ' significance of
fertility trends in Japan, (3) demographic, economic and sociological- tactors determinig
trends in fertlllty, and (4) techmcal problems COncernmg forecastmg fertility trends of
Japan. | | | |
~ The success of this symposium was highlighted by clarifying theoretical and meth-
odological problems regarding the past trends and forecasts of Japan's fertility. Therefore,
it was decided that the reports of this symposmm be publxshed as a-special LSSLIE in' the:
present number of the Journal. ‘

April 1, 1970 ‘
: ‘Minoru TACHI



