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Recent Trends of Fertility in Japan
Kazumasa KoBavasur and Kiichi YAMAGUCHI

This paper aims at clarifying characteristics of a slow upward movement of the birth
rate in Japan in the former half of the 1960s. The period under observation, however,
was taken from 1949 to 1965. The rise of birth rates in this period can be observed by
any measures as crude birth rate, standardized birth rate or total fertility rate. Obser-
ving age-specific fertility rates, it is pointed out that this rise has been predominantly
contributed by the rise of specific fertility of age group 25-29 years. It is also pointed
out that the rise of specific birth rates of the first and second births has been playing a
major role.

The proportion of the total of age-specific fertility rates of ages 20-34 years to the
total fertility rate has been showing a steady upward movement since 1949, and this
movement went on along a straight line between 1949 and 1957 and afterwards along a
modified exponential curve. The upward movement of the above-mentioned proportion still
continued in the period after 1961 when the birth rate began to rise. Rates of annual
change in the standardized birth rate increased linearly between 1949 and 1964. The
proportion of first and second births among total births also increased continually between
1949 and 1965.

In conclusion, the upward movement of birth rates since 1961 may be deemed as a
necessary consequence of irreversible movements of change in birth structure toward
certain directions, not as a return to the birth structure before 1960. '



