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Change of Outflow of Labour Force from Farming

Households in Recent Years and Its Problems

Shigeru HAyAsHI

Viewing the structure of outflow of labour force from farming households during
‘ten years from 1955 to 1965, the basic stream of outflow of labour force has not changed
‘but a remarkable change in structural points appeared between the first half of the period
-and the second half.

Particularly between the general labour force and the new entrant to labour market
-after graduation, quite different pattern of outflow has appeared. The outflow of the
former has been regulated by phases of business cycles and diminished, but the outflow
.of the latter has increased independently of the fluctuation of the former and occupied
the main part of outflow of labour force of farming households.

There is a stream of inflow of labour force into farming households on the other
:side of outflow and it has increased in recession years. Those who became agricultural
‘workers after their inflow into farming households number around one hundred thousand
every year almost regardless of phases of business cycles. Their proportion has decreased
since 1963 and non-workers has increased, showing the limit of ability of agricultural
sector to absorb labour force. However the fact that the number of inflow agricultural
‘workers has been larger than that of entry into agriculture of the new school graduate
;suggests that the supply of agricultural labour force should not be considered from only
entry of new school graduates.

The number of decrease of agricultural workers has diminished from the peak of
1961, it shrank to some fifty thousand in 1966. Thus the ability as the supplier of labour
force of the agricuitural sector to non-agricultural sectors seems to be approaching to the
limit. ,

Viewing the increase and decrease of agricultural labour force by the size of farming
land in 1966, the rate of decrease is larger as the size is smaller. This suggests that the
rate of decrease of labour force by occupational movement is larger in small size farming
households but in addition to it the influence of other factors exerts more strongly in
such farming households.

Considering the decrease of occupational movement of agricultural labour force from
the viewpoint of increase and decrease of the labour force, it implies relative increase of
signifcance of other factors of change, such as death, retirement and others. How those
factors of change in agriculture will develop in the future is the important point in the
modernization of the agriculture.



