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Changes of Labor Mobility in Agriculture through
the Period of High Economic Growth of Japan

Yuichi MINAKAWA

Accompanying the High Economic Growth of Japan during the last decade, the sector
of heavy industries has raised its economic proportion in the total industrial structure.
At the same time, great changes named “modernization of the working structure” occu-
rred.

In agriculture, the annual decline rate of farm labor-force has reached 3% in these
twelve years, and the bulk of middle and high school graduates of farm-households took
employment in non-farm jobs. Furthermore, part-time farming of householders, their
heirs and even wives were advanced rapidly.

This report examines the changes of labor mobility in agriculture through the period
of high economic growth, and points out that the primary factor which promoted such
structural change of labor mobility in agriculture is the crisis of agriculture brought by
the relative retardation of farm economy in the rapid growth of total economy and that
such general conditions as the enlargement of non-farm employment is only secondary.
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