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Regional Differences in the Recent Mortality

of the Old People in Japan

SHiMaxo OGINO

Changes in the cause of death among the aged and distribution of the death rate in
1960 classified by the geographical locations and the causative diseases are presented, as
a part of the analysis of death rates in Japan.

The objects used in this study are obtained from the report of population statistics
in 1960, the Vital statistics and the Demographic year book (1961). The age-adjusted
mortality rates of the aged, older than 60 years old, in five senile diseasesand three infec-
tious diseases are compared by each prefecture.

The mortality rate is improved chronologically as a result of the decreased death
with infectious diseases such as pneumonia and bronchitis, duodenitis and colitis. How-
ever, the number of deaths by vascular lesions affecting central nervous system, malig-
nant neoplasms and heart diseases increased every year. The muortality by vascular
lesions affecting central nervous system which ranks first in the cause of death results a
high death rate in Tohoku-, North Kanto- and Hokuriku area.

There is no improvment in death rate with tuberculosis in the aged.  Prefectures
which show the high death rates scattered all over the Japan, and specific conditions of

cach of these prefectures which seem to produce this situation are recognized.
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