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Report of the Fourth Fertility Survey in 1962 (2)
Hisao Aokl

This paper is the second report concerning the results of the Fourth Fertility Survey
conducted in July 1962 by the Institute of Population Problems. The first report of this
survey written by the author in No.90 of this Journal dealt with figures of average
number of children ever born per couple and the related problems. In this second report
the objective is to analyze the problem of childlessness.

Among 12,720 pairs of couple in total surveyed in the Fourth Fertility Survey there
are found 1,484 pairs of married couple to whom mno child has been ever born. The
percentage of these couples is then 11.67. The proportion of childless couples whose
wives were 45 to 49 years old and had been married at the ages less than 30 is 4.81%.
Comparing figures of this sort with the previous Fertility Surveys by this Institute, the
proportion in the Fourth Survey in 1962 is 58%, that in the Third Survey in 1957 is
65%, and that in the Second Survey in 1952 is 86% of that in the First Survey in 1940.
It is, then, pointed that the proportion of childless couples of this age category has been
declining since the First Survey.

If we, however, observe the proportion of childless couples whose duration of marri-
age was less than two years, the figure in the 1962 Survey is larger than that in the
1957 Survey and a tendency of increase in contraceptive practice in these newly married
couples may be pointed out.

This increase of the proportion of childless coupls newly married is especially remar-
kable among such couples who resided in megalopolitan areas and industrial cities, either
or both of whose partners had their birth-place in urban areas, who had secondary edu-
cation, whose husbands were white-collar workers, whose wives were employed or who
enjoyed medium level of living.

As reported in the previous paper by the author in No.90 of this Journal, the ave-
rage number of children ever born per couple passed reproductive age obtained from the
1962 Survey was 45% of the prewar level in the 1940 Survey, and the average number
of dead children per couple whose duration of marriage was five to nine years was 15%
of the prewar level. The implication of this fact is that the fertility pattern in Japan
was in general not only a low-fertility and low-mortality pattern, but also low-fertility
with smaller proportion of childless couples until the time of the 1957 Survey, but the
fertility pattern come out from the 1962 Survey indicates a new tendency of low-fertility
accompanied with larger proportion of childlessness. It seems not easy to evaluate that
this recent tendency may be either a temporary phenomenon due to desire for birth spa-
cing, or the beginning of increase of couples who want no child in life. But it may be
said that the increase in childless couples in recent years will relatively easily disappear

again if social and economic conditions become better.



