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Structure and Change of Regional Labor Force

Population in Japan

Tosnio Kruropa

1. Fundamental idea of this paper is to make a little more intensive study on regional
characteristics ot labor force population which could be useful and contributive in
the formulation of regional development planning.

2. For that purpose, typical rural and urban areas are mostly taken as an illustra-
tion of structure and change of regional labor force population. Structure of labor force
population by sex and age, labor force participation rate, dependency structure, average
length of working males and fertility have been examined.

3. Detailed analysis of regional labor force population suggests that demographic
imbalance between urban and rural has been accelerating. Urban population is charac-
terized by young pattern and rural population by aging. In foreseeable future there seems
to be no evidence of alleviation of such a demographic “polarization” trend.

4. Serious problem in rural population is much heavier dependency than that of
urban population, which has been caused by mapid migration movement and fertility
differential between urban and rural. However, the latter has been fastly shrinking due
to radical decline of fertiltiy in rural areas and stagnation in urban. Natality rates in
urban prefectures have recently begun to be slighily higher than those of some agricul-
tural prefectures.

5. It may be concluded that regional disparitzes of demographic behaviors like ferti-
lity and mortality have been converging rapidly with the contrary trend of continuing
divergence of demographic structure between urban and rural. The combined effect of
demographic characteristics and movement between urban and rural may result in vicious

cycle of demographic imbalance without serious regional development policy.



