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An Observation of the Out-flow Patterns of Farm Labour Force
and the Situation of Maintenance of Successors in

Farm Househelds

SHIGERU HAYASHI

This is an intermediary report of the Survey of Labour Force Migration which was
carried out by our Institute in 1963 fiscal year. The purpose of this Survey is to grasp
the real situation of labour force migration in rural districts under the powerful economic
development. The subject of this Survey is a group of eleven villages-farming, forestry and
fishery-, which are most suitable to the study of the key subject in the current agricultural
policy, the improvement of farm structure and the formation of producing center.

Three main points which are reported in this paper are the following; the situation
the pattern of out-flow of labour force and the

of keeping young farmers in the villages, t
All these points are analyzed

situation of maintenance of successors in farm households.
in relation to the differences of village types.

In category A village where the productivity of labour and land is high, the propor-
tion of young farmers in village is relatively high, the out-flow of labour force is relati-
vely reasonable, the proportion of keeping successors in farm households is large and the

farmers’ attitude to economic environment is autonomous.



On the contrary, in category C village where the productivity of both land and labour
is low, the labour force is remarkably flowing out, the quality of labour force is becoming
worse and the agricultural production is in danger. In this category of village the far-
mers are passively adapting themselves to the economic circumstances. Neverthless the
number of farmers who intend to return to this category of village as farmers is not
small. This fact suggests that the out-flow from the villages is not a rational process.

In category B village where the productivity of land is low and the productivity of
labour is moderate, the problem is not in the out-flow of labour force but in the natural
condition which makes the productivity of land low.

Among all villages in Japan, the proportion of A category of villages is very small,
the proportions of B and C categories of villages are large. The cconomic difference
among these three types of villages would become larger and larger as the results of
labour force migration, if any steps against such a circumstance are not applied.

Therefore, some special measures are recommended for each category of village. IFor
category A the promotion of liquidity of land and capital for further modernization of
farming, for category C the improvement of agricultural management by cooperation of
insufficient labour force and by capital investment, and for category B which will diffe-
rentiate cither to A or C category the general development policy ; these are recommended
measures.

The increase of side-work farmers who have two possibilities, giving up farming and
modernizing farming should be regarded as a natural process; a rational adaptation from
the standpoint of farmers and a convenient utilization of labour force by the industrial

sector.



