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A Brief Note on “Seminar on Use of Vital and Health
Statistics for Geneti: and Radiation Studies” Sponsored
by UN and WHO. September 5 to9, Jeneva

Toshio KURODA

Primary aim of this paper is to give some description and impressions of this seminar which
was co-sponsored by UN and WHO in order to promote genetic and radiation studies. Secondly,

simple description of my trip including Amsterdam, Ziirich, Minchen and Teheran is given.
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SEMINAR ON USE OF VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS
FOR GENETIC AND RADIATION STUDIES
Geneva, 5 to 9 September 1960
Chairman : C. Stern

Morning—Monday
I. Statement of Problem

Chairman : C. Stern
1. J. V. Neel Changing patterns of disease and their implications for vital

statistics and genetics.

2. R. Doll Information sought on somatic effects.

1. Current Potentialities

Chairman : B. Benjamin
1. H. L. Dun Potentiality of vital statistics for human genetic studies.
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Morning—Teusday

N. Powell

M. Cakrtova
B. Pirc

Afternoon—Tuesday

B. Lindell
J. W. Hollings-worth
and others

J. T. Boyd

Morning—Wednesday

A. Moroni

T. Yanase
H. B. Newcombe

Afternoon—Wednesday

J. Kennedy
S. Binder
Afternoon—Wednesday

The contribution of vital statistics to genetic and radiation

epidemiology.

II. Present Sources of Information

Chairman : M. Macura
Panel discussion on the following papers:-

Vital and populaiton registration-
a review of methods and procedures.
Review of certification and recording of causes of mortality.

Present procedures for recording morbidity.

IV. Radiation Exposure and Somatic Effects
Chairman : M. Faber

Assessing and recording human radiation exposuee.

Medical findings and methodology of studies by the Atomic
Bomb Casualty Commission on Atomic-bomb survivors in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Follow-up studies of British Luminizers.

V. Use of Routinely Collected Information

for Genetic Use

Chairman : F. Harris

Sources, reliability and usefulness of consanguinity data with
special reference to Catholic records.

Use of the Japanese family register for genetic studies.
Family linkage of population records.

VI. Information Storage, Retrieval and Processing
Chairman : N. E. Morton

'The use of a digital computer for record linkage.

Present possibilities and future potentialities,
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VI. Morbidity and Genetic Surveys (1)

Chairman : A. Mitra

1. W.J.Schull and The Child Health Survey : a genetic study in Japan.
J. V. Neel
2. A. C. Stevenson Serial studies in a community as exemplified by experience
in Northern Ireland.
3. W.]. Schull and Examination Forms used in the Child Health Survey.
J. V. Neel

Morning—Wednesday
WI. Morbidity and Genetic Surveys (2)
Chairman : J. Sutter

1. F. E. Linder National health surveys as a source of morbidity data for
genetic and radiation studies.
2. L. L. Cavalli-Sforza Demographic attatcks on genetic problems, some possibilities

and results.

Morning—Friday
I{. Biometrical Genetics
Chairman : J. A. F. Roberts

1. K. Mather Biometrical genetics of man.
J. N. Spuhler Empirical studies on quantitative human genetics.

Afterncon—Friday
X. Closing Session

Chaiman : C. Stern

Conclusions.
Chairman’s closing address.
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