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A Study on Process of Formation of Three-Generation

Households : Analysis of Survey by Management and
Coordination Agency

Hiroaki SuHimizu

This article intends to elucidate the process of formation of three-generation
households based on the result of survey conducted by the Management and
Coordination Agency in November, 1983.

The result demonstrated that although “live together for life” type accounted
for 80% of the total households, the percentage included 20% which had temporary
lived as conjugal families before they joined the aged parents.

Detailed study on the latter case revealed that approximately 60% of the
families are “offsprings’ moving” type in which the younger generation moved
into the households of their parepents, whereas approximately 30% were “parents’
moving ” type, that is, parents moved into their children’s households. For the
former type, the reasons on the side of the younger generation were, for instance,
the need of someone to take care of housekeeping and small children. In the latter
case, on the other hand, parent often decided to live with the child when heshe
lost his her spouse and had to live alone.

Thus, the survey indicated that three-generation households are sometimes
formed at a certain time in the course cf life when the younger generation with their
children and the aged parents who had been living separately decide to live together.



