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2. :

The Elderly Migration : Characteristics and Reasons
- Hiromichi Sakai

Recently Japan witnessed a rise of migration rate for the elderly. We have four
issues concerning the elderly migration : reasons of migration, origin and desti-
nation, characteristics of elderly movers, accomodation after migration. This arti-
cle investigated characteristics and reasons of the elderly migration by using the
data of the Elderly Migration Survey in 1988 conducted by the Institute of Popula-
" tion Problems. .

Main findings are as follows :

(1) With respect to characteristics there is a large difference between movers under
sixty and sixty over, as well as between movers and non-movers. ' S

(2) There is a difference for reasons between the younger elder and the older elder.
This is because the younger elder are more concerned about ‘work’ and ‘housing’,
while the older elder often make much of ‘family’ and ‘health’.

(3) There is not any sizable difference in migration reasons among cities. -

(4) A factor anlysis crystalyzed eight distinctive types of mobility : *housing envi-
ronment’, ‘loss of spouse’, ‘new home’, ‘for the future’, ‘health’, family’, ‘co-habita-
tion’ and ‘retirement’. These types correspond to the types f ound by Wiseman and
Roseman (1979) and Speare and Meyer (1988), suggesting that those types are uni-

versal.



