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TheCOVID-19PandemicandNetMigrationintheTokyoArea

SHIMIZUMasato

AftertheoutbreakoftheCOVID-19pandemic,netmigrationtotheTokyoAreadeclined

sharply.SinceTokyo'sunipolarpopulationconcentrationhaslonghadvariousadverseeffectson

Japanesesociety,aseeminglynewtrendofreversemigrationhasattractedattention.However,

excessivefocusontheimpactofthepandemicmayleadustooverlookotherfactorsinpopulation

movementthatoccurredaroundtheyear2020.Toplacetherecentdeclineinnetmigrationinthe

contextoflonger-termpopulationchangeintheTokyoArea,thispaperexaminesthetrendinnet

migrationafterthe2010sanditsrelationshiptodemographic/socioeconomicfactors.Theanalysis

revealsthefollowingpoints.

First,theanalysisofthetime-laggedcorrelationbetweenin-migrationandout-migration

indicatesthatthelevelofout-migrationcorrespondswelltothelevelofin-migrationfouryears

earlier.Asforthevolumeofout-migrationin2020,theestimatebasedonthelevelofin-migration

in2016isclosetotheactualvolumeofout-migrationin2020.Out-migrationin2020couldhave

reachedahighleveleveniftheCOVID-19pandemichadnotoccurred.Second,accordingto

demographicshift-shareanalysis,approximatelytwentypercentofthe2019-2021in-migration

declineisexplainedbypopulationdecline.Thispopulationdeclineincludesthedeclinecausedby

Japan'slowfertility,whichbeganlongbeforethepandemic.Third,thedataonemployment

opportunitiesandannualincomeindicatethatregionaldisparitiesineconomicfactorswereshifting

inthedirectionofsuppressingnetmigrationgrowthinthelate2010s.Thisimpliesthatthe

increasednetmigrationinthelate2010s(abenchmarkusedbymanyresearcherstoevaluatethe

effectsofthepandemic)wassomewhattemporary,likelyduetoperiodspecificeventssuchasthe

infrastructureandcommercialdevelopmentfortheTokyo2020OlympicandParalympicGames.

ThesefindingssuggestthatwhiletheCOVID-19pandemichascontributedtothesharpdeclinein

netmigration,pre-pandemicconditionswerealreadyinplacetobringaboutacertainlevelof

declineafter2020.
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