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RegionalConditionsonPopulationandChild-rearing,andFertility
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Reproductivebehaviorisinfluencednotonlybytheattributesandattitudesofindividualsbut

alsobythesocioeconomicandculturalconditionandpopulationstructuresurroundingthe

individuals.Weexaminedtherelationshipbetweenthelocalenvironmentandfertilityusing

municipaldata.Weusednotonlytheoveralltotalfertilityratebutalsotheeffectsofmarriageand

maritalfertilityontotalfertilityintheregionasdependentvariables.Wealsoexaminedcontextual

effectsbycategorizingmunicipalitiesaccordingtosimilarregionalcharacteristics.Usingthe

censusandvariousopenadministrativedata,wepreparedfertilityindicators(dependentvariables)

andvariablesrelatedtothepopulationregimeandchild-rearingenvironment(explanatory

variables)foreachmunicipalityin2015.

Lookingatfertilityindicesforeachofthenineclusters,wefound"Ruralcoastalareas(No.4)"

withhighmaritalandcouplefertility,"western/northernNortheastJapananddepopulatedareas

(No.9)"withhighcouplefertility,"AreasintheTohokuregionandontheSeaofJapancoastwith

manydualearnercouples(No.3)"withaveragefertility,"SouthernTohokuareasandareaswhere

relativesareinvolvedinchildcare(No.2)"withhighmaritalfertilityonly,"Suburbaeras(No.8),"

"TosanareasandWLB(No.6)"withhighcouplefertilityonly;"Hokkaido(No.1)"withlowcouple

fertility;"Cityareasandchildcareoriented(No.7)";and"Wardareasandhousewivesandcareer

(No.5)"withlownuptialityandmaritalfertility.

Factorsrelatedtothemarriageeffectindexweremen'sandwomen'sworkinghours,andthe

ratioofwomen'sleave(childcareleave).Inaddition,women'sworkinghours,theratioofday-care

centeruse,andthepercentageofchildrenwaitingtogotoday-carecenterswerepositivelyrelated

tothemaritalfertilityeffectindex.Theserelationshipsdifferedbyregionalcharacteristics,andthe

signoftherelationshipbetweenincomeormen'sworkinghoursandthemarriageeffectindex

differedbyregionalcharacteristics.

Whiletheresultsindicatewhichregionalconditionscanpromotemarriageandchildbearing

nationwide,theyalsoshowthattheconditionsthataffectfertilitydifferbyregionalcharacteristics.

Itwouldbeeffectivetofocusonthesekeyregionalconditionsandapplythem topolicy

implementation.
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