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PolicyTrendsandSituationofLowFertilityandPopulationAgeingin
Japan,China,andSouthKorea:AComparativePerspective

HAYASHIReiko

Japan,China,andSouthKoreaareallexperiencingfertilitydeclinebelowreplacementlevel,

populationageinganddecline.Thethreecountriesarecurrentlyimplementingmeasurestomitigate

lowfertilityandtocopewithpopulationageing.Still,beforearrivingatthispopulationphase,there

wasahistoryofpopulationpolicytolowerfertilitythroughfamilyplanning.Thepolicyshiftfrom

reducingtoraisingfertilitywasacommonpathofthethreecountries,butthetimingandspeed

differed.

Thepopulationageingproceededsteadilyduetoloweringfertilityandmortality,inother

words,increasinglifeexpectancy.However,evenbeforethepopulationstartedtoage,elderly

welfareandpensionsystemssawtheirdevelopment.Alongwiththeproportionofolderpersons

begantoincrease,universalhealthandpensioncoveragewasestablished.Thesepolicieswere

constantlyreformed,andthelong-termcaresystemwasderived.

Howtoallocatelimitedresourcesisanissueineverycountry.IncontrasttoJapan,wherethe

numberofolderpersonswillnotincreasemuchinthefuture,SouthKoreaandChina,wherethe

numberofolderpersonswillincreasedramaticallyinthenearfuture,seemtoshiftthetaskfrom

thepublicsectortotheprivatesector,individuals,andfamilies.Underthepopulationdecline,itis

necessarytoreconfiguretheframeworkofexistingpopulationandsocialsecuritypolicies,tocreate

anenvironmentwherepeoplefeeleasytohaveandraisechildren,andconstantlyconstructand

reformmeasurestomaketheincreasingnumberofolderpersonsaneweconomicfoundation.
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