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HouseholdFamily-TypeamongtheElderlyandRegionalDifferencesin
NursingCareServices

SHIMIZUMasato

Thispaperexaminedthegeographicaldistributionoftheelderlybyfamilytypeandthepro-

visionofnursingcareservices.First,thedataofthePopulationCensusfrom2000to2020indicate

thattheproportionofelderlywomen(aged75-79years)belongingtothe・other・family-type

household(thatis,neitherone-person,married-couple-only,norinstitutionalhousehold)hasstead-

ilydecreasedinmostprefectures.However,traditionalregionalpatterns,characterizedbyhigher

levelsintheeasternregions(excludingHokkaido)thaninthewest,wereintactasof2020.The

analysisalsoshowedthatcohort-levelchangeintheproportionsofelderlywomeninthe・other・

family-typehouseholds(aged70-74to80-84years)weakeneditscorrelationwithinitiallevelsat

ages70-74.Second,elderlywomen'sproportionbelongingtothe・other・family-typehouseholdby

prefectureexhibitedrelativelyhighpositivecorrelationswiththecapacitiesofspecialnursing

homesandhealthcarefacilitiesbutrelativelyhighnegativecorrelationswiththenumberofwork-

ersathome-visitcareservice.Thecohortchangeinproportionsofelderlywomenbelongingtothe

・other・family-typehouseholdalsoshowedweaknegativecorrelationswiththecapacitiesofhealth

carefacilities.Third,accordingtothedataprovidedbytheNationalSurveyonHousehold

Changes,around2%-3%ofhouseholdheadsaged75+yearsbegancoresidencewithatleastone

oftheirchildreninthe5yearsprecedingthesurvey.About4%-6%oftheelderlyhouseholdheads

hadceasedtolivewithatleastoneoftheirchildrenduringthesameperiod.
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