
―492―

AnalysisofMortalityTrendsandMultipleCauses-of-DeathofCOVID-19
inJapan:2020
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Thisstudyaimedtoanalyzethemostrecentmortalitytrends,suchasmonthlytrends,of

COVID-19deaths,andtoclarifythedescriptionofothercausesofdeathasCOVID-19deathson

thedeathcertificateinJapan.Therefore,weusedthe"MultipleCauses-of-Death"informationfor

thedatafrom2020.

COVID-19asthecauseofdeathistypicallyrecordedincolumnIAofthefour-columncause

ofdeathsectionofthedeathcertificate.Insomecases,COVID-19islistedincolumnsIBorII,in

additiontocolumnIA,whichindicatesthedirectcauseofdeathduetorespiratorydiseases.

Thecauseofdeath,COVID-19,tendstoberecordedalongwithdiseasessuchasdiabetes,

chronickidneydisease,andheartfailure.

Withrespecttogender,whenCOVID-19isdescribedinColumnIA,diabetesandchronickid-

neydiseasearedescribedinColumnIIformenintheir70sand80s,whereasheartfailureisde-

scribedinColumnIIforwomenintheir80sandabove.

UponcalculatingtheaveragetimetodeathforCOVID-19,theperioddescribedincolumnIA

tendedtobelongerforbothmenandwomenintheir50sand60sandshorterforthoseintheabove

agegroups.TheaveragedurationofdeathsattributedtoCOVID-19was19.7days.
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