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PremaritalSexinPostwarJapan:HowhastheSexualBehaviorof
Never-marriedPeopleChanged?

NAKAMURAMariko

Sincethemid-2000s,therateofsexualintercourseamongnever-marriedpersonsinJapanhas

beendeclining.Moreover,therehasbeenanincreaseinthenumberofnever-marriedpersonswho

donothaveopposite-sexdatingpartners.Thisstudyaimstoexploretheonsetofthedecliningtrend

ofsexualintercourseinnever-marriedpersonsinJapan.Tothisend,thestudyreferstoa

nationwideepidemiologicalsurveyofsexualbehaviorandcomparesthefirstheterosexualsexual

intercourse(sexualdebut)thatindividualsexperienceintheirlifecourseacrossgenerationsbornin

the1930sand1960s.Theresultsshowthatpremaritalsexbecamecommonformenandwomen

atdifferenttimes.Basedonthesefindings,thefactorsrelatedtotheprocessofexperiencingsexual

intercourseamongnever-marriedpersonsaged18to24wereanalyzedusingdatafrom the

questionnaireforsinglesinNationalFertilitySurveyconductedbytheNationalInstituteof

PopulationandSocialSecurityResearch.
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