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TheHeadquarterforthePromotionofOvercomingPopulationDeclineandVitalizingLocal

EconomyinJapanwasestablishedin2014.Newpoliciesforthenextfiveyearswereannounced

in2019,andtheaimsforregionaleconomieswereshownbasedonEconomicBaseTheoryina

broadstrategicview.Inthispaper,theauthorattemptstoclarifynewpointsofviewonEconomic

BaseTheory,introducingrecentdiscussionsofEuropeaneconomicgeographersandanalyzing

changesinJapaneseregionaleconomyandindustriallocationpolicies.

EconomicBaseTheory,asabasictheoryonregionaleconomies,triestoexplainregional

economicdevelopmentthroughintra-regionalincomecirculationbyindustriallinkageand

consumerspending.

Europeaneconomicgeographershaveintroducednewconceptssuchasrelatedvarietyand

unrelatedvarietysincetheearly2000s.Theyhaveanalyzedtherelationshipsbetweensuchnew

indicatorsandregionalperformanceorregionalinnovation.

TwocasestudiesonchangesinJapaneseregionaleconomyinSakataandTsuruoka,

YamagataPrefectureandinJoetsu,NiigataPrefectureindicatethatitisnecessarytoconsiderthe

dynamictransformationofbasicindustriesandchangeofspatialunitsbymerginglocal

municipalities.

Japaneseindustriallocationpolicieshistoricallydesignatedspecializedindustry.inorderto

attractenterprisesanddevelopindustry-university-governmentcollaborations.However,thenewest

locationpoliciesimplementedsince2017havewidenedvariousindustriesandfunctionsincluding

non-manufacturingindustries.Itisimportanttoenlargepolicyperspectivesfrom industrial

specializationtodiversificationandfromintra-regionalcirculationtowideareacooperation.


