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FutureProspectsofRegionalPopulationinJapan

KOIKEShiro

Thispaperoutlinesthemethodsandresultsofthe"RegionalPopulationProjectionsforJapan:

2015-2045"("RPJ2018"hereafter)draftedbytheNationalInstituteofPopulationandSocial

SecurityResearch,andpresentsaviewofforeignpopulationandcentralizationintheTokyo

metropolitanarea・whichmightbeadjustablethroughtheintroductionofnationalorlocalpolicies

(amongothers).The"RPJ2018"presentshighpopulationdeclinerates,especiallyinnon-

metropolitanareas,andindicatethatagreaterpartofthisdeclinewillbeasaresultofanatural

decreaseasthepressuresofnationwidepopulationdeclinesintensify.Assuch,itappearstobevery

difficulttohaltthepopulationdeclineamongtheforeignpopulationlocatedinnon-metropolitan

areasgiventhatthisgroupismoreconcentratedinmetropolitanareas(thanthegeneralJapanese

population)coupledwithadropinthefertilityratethroughouttheforeignpopulation.Ontheother

hand,thecentralizationintheTokyometropolitanareawillcontinueacrossthelongrunsincethe

out-migrationmobility(fromtheTokyometropolitanarea)willdeclinebythepercentageincrease

ofthenumberofpeoplebornintheTokyometropolitanarea,alongwithpeoplewhoseparents

werealsoborninthesamedistrict.Astheregion'sabilitytoachieveapopulationincreasevia

in-migrationwillbelimitedinsmallpart,itcanbesaidthatallregionalplansneedtobeformulated

onthepremisethatpopulationdecline・mainlyasaresultofanaturaldecline・isagiven.


