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CausesofDeathofForeignNationalsinJapan:
InComparisontoJapaneseandNationalsatOrigin

HAYASHIReiko

WhilethenumberofforeignnationalsinJapanisconstantlyincreasing,theoverallpopulation

structureisyoung,andthenumberofdeathsisgrowingbutstilllimited.However,whenthe

mortalityiscomparedbynationalityandcauseofdeath,usingstandardizedmortalityratio(SMR)

bytheindirectmethod,theresultsarevariedandnotalwaysoptimistic.

Fortheperiodof5yearsfrom2013to2017,theSMRofforeignnationalscomparedto

Japanesenationalsishigher,butlowerwhentheKoreannationalityisexcluded.KoreanSMRis

higherinallcausesofdeathexceptsenility.Chinese,British,BrazilianandPeruvianSMRare

lowerinalmostallcausesofdeath.AlthoughFilipino,ThaiandAmerican(US)SMRoftotaldeath

arelower,SMRarehigherforheartdiseaseandcerebrovasculardiseasesofFilipinos,heart

disease,cerebrovasculardiseasesandliverdiseasesofThai,andheartdiseasesofAmerican.SMR

of"Other"nationalityishigherforallcausesofdeathexceptsuicide.TheSMRofsuicideislower

forallnationalitiesexceptKoreans,andthissmallnessiscausingthelowerSMRoftotaldeath.

Thecause-specificmortalityoftheRepublicofKorea,thePeople'sRepublicofChinaandthe

USareusedtocomparethemortalityofKorean,ChineseandAmericaninJapanandthenationals

intherespectiveorigincountry.ThemortalityofKoreansinJapanishigherincomparisonto

JapaneseinJapanandKoreansintheRepublicofKoreaformalignantneoplasm,heartdisease,

pneumonia,liverdiseaseandrenalfailure.Ontheotherhand,fordiabetes,cerebrovasculardisease,

COPD,accidentandsuicide,themortalityofKoreansintheRepublicofKoreaisthehighest,

followedbyKoreansinJapanandJapaneseinJapan.ThemixedmortalityoutcomeofKoreansin

Japanmightbeaffectedbythelonghistoryofresidence,incontrasttoothernationalities.The

mortalityofChineseinJapanisgenerallylowerthanJapaneseinJapanandChineseinChina.The

sameistrueforAmerican,withthenotableexceptionofheartdisease,wherethemortalityisthe

highestamongAmericansinUS,followedbyAmericansinJapanandJapaneseinJapan.This

trendispersistentsincethe1950s.IncomparisontobothChineseandAmerican,pneumoniaand

senilityarefoundthehighestamongJapaneseinJapan,whichmightbecausedbythedeath

certificatepracticeinJapan.

ThemortalitylevelofKoreansinJapanishigherincontrasttoothernationalities,reflecting

thedifferenceinthehistoryofresidenceinJapan.WhilethenumberandproportionofKoreansare

decreasing,thepopulationofotherforeignnationalsisexpanding,andtheirlengthofstayisgetting

longer.ThemortalityexperienceofKoreansinJapanshouldbewellexaminedsothatthelessons

willbelearnedandutilizedforabetterhealthinformationsystemandpoliciesforforeignnationals

inJapan.
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