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InEastAsia,includingJapan,UniversalHealthCoverage(UHC)hasmostlybeenachievedor

iswellunderway.OneoftheconditionsforachievingUHCistheextenttowhichthehealthcare

systemcoversthepopulation.However,foreignersmaybeexcludedfromthecoverageofthe

healthcareinsurancesystemdependingontheirstatusofresidence.LookingatEastAsia,Taiwan

hasachievedUHCwith"NationalHealthInsurance"in1995.Manyforeign-bornworkersare

coveredbytheNHI.Therefore,inthispaper,IhavereviewedtheTaiwanUHCwithpopulation

statisticsthatincludeforeignresidents.Inparticular,Ihaveestimatedthenumbersofforeign

workersandforeignspouseswhowerenotcoveredbythehealthinsurance.

TheTaiwanNationalHealthInsurancecoveredabout98% ofthepopulationincluding

foreignersin2017.Ontheotherhand,thenumberofforeignworkersandforeignspouseswho

werenotcoveredbythenationalhealthinsurancewasestimatedtobeabout31,000in2017.Itis

asmallnumberincomparisontoTaiwan'spopulation.However,foreignspousesaccountedfor

morethan60%ofthisnumber.Inaddition,foreignspouseslivinginTaiwan,bothforlessthantwo

yearsandfortenyearsandover,sharedahighpercentageofforeignspousesnotcoveredbythe

NHI.

Withpopulationstatistics,wecanreviewtheUHCofeachcountryandregionthathas

achievedit.Thereviewresultwillshowusthechallengesofthehealthcaresystem,suchasthe

individualsnotcoveredbyhealthinsurance.Analysiswithpopulationstatisticsisusefulforthe

reviewofUHC.


