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3. Description of functional categories in Social Benefit
Social Security

Expenditure
ILO Definitions Japan

Old age This function covers all benefits paid to
persons who have withdrawn from the
labour market due to retirement.
Old-age benefits are payable to persons
who meet a certain number of qualifying
conditions.

Employee's Pension Insurance: Old-age pension,
Withdrawal allowances, etc.
National Pension: Old-age pension, Old-age welfare
pension, Lump sum withdrawal payments for
foreign people, etc.
Employee's Pension Fund, Farmer's Pension Fund:
Old-age pension, etc.
Long-term care insurance: old age care services,
old age care preventive services, etc.
Social welfare: Funds for promoting daily life
support for the elderly, etc.
Mutual Aid Associations: Retirement mutual aid
pension, etc.
Various gratitudes for retired public employees
Small-and-medium size enterprise retirement
allowance mutual aid etc.: Severance benefits
Mutual aid system for retirement allowances for the
staff of social welfare institutions:
Severance allowances

(Note) Medical expenses for elderly
           are included in the "Sickness and
           health" cartegory.
(Note) Medical aid in public assistance is
           included in "Other Public
           Assistance".

Survivors This function covers benefits arising from
the death of a protected person.

Employee's Pension Insurance: Survivors' pension
National Pension: Survivors' basic pension, Lump
sum payment for survivors
Mutual Aid Associations: Survivors' pension, Lump
sum payment for survivors, Support for funeral
expenses
War victims: Survivors' pension, etc.
National health insurance: Support for funeral
expenses
Relief system for sufferers from adverse drug
reactions: Survivors' pension, Survivor's lump sum
payment, Funeral service expenses
Relief system for sufferers from diseases infected
from biological products: Survivors' pension,
Survivor's lump sum payment, Funeral service
expenses
Pollution-related health damage compensation
system: Survivors' compensation, Survivor's lump
sum payment, Funeral service expenses
Asbestos health damage relief system:
Special survivor condolence money, Funeral
service expense
Japan sport council mutual aid system:
Consolation payment for death, etc. Benefit system
for crime victims: Survivors' benefits

(Note) Of pensions paid to survivors,
           expenditures provided from the
           accident compensation scheme
           are included in the "Employment
           Injury" category.
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3. Description of functional categories in Social Benefit (continued)
Social Security

Expenditure
ILO Definitions Japan

Invalidity benefits This function covers any benefit arising
from the partial or total inability of a
protected person to participate in gainful
employment due to a non-occupational
chronic condition owing to disease or injury
or by reason of the loss of a member or a
function.

Employee's Pension Insurance: Disability pension,
Disability allowances
National Pension: Disability pension, Disability
basic pension
Mutual Aid Associations: Disability pension
Public health: Measures for atomic bomb survivors,
etc.
Social Welfare: Special allowance for Persons with
Disabilities, Expenses for the Services and
Supports for Persons with Disability Act, etc.
Relief system for sufferers from adverse drug
reactions: Disability pension, etc.
Relief system for sufferers from diseases infected
from biological products: Disability pension, etc.
Support for those suffering from residual disability
from automobile accident: Care expenses etc.,
Outsourcing expenses for custodial care business,
Facility maintenance expenses
Pollution-related health damage compensation
system: Disability compensation, Medical care
allowances, etc.
Relief system for asbestos health damage: Medical
care allowance
Japan sport council mutual aid benefit:
Consolation payment for disability
Benefit system for crime victims: Benefit for serious
wounds or sickness etc.

Employment injury This function covers any benefit paid by a
work injury program for workrelated injury,
disease, incapacity and death of a
protected person. It also covers the injury,
disease, incapacity and death of a
protected person occurring even following
the cessation of the employment which
caused the state.

Payment under the workmen's accident
compensation, Government employee's accident
compensation insurance

Sickness and health This function covers any benefit provided
with a view to maintaining, restoring or
improving the health of the person
protected and his ability to work and to
attend to his personal need. It includes
benefits paid for the loss of earnings due to
absence from work necessitated by an
acute condition due to disease or injury
requiring medical treatment or supervision.

Association-Kenpo health insurance, Society-
managed health insurance, National health
insurance: Medical care benefit, Sickness and injury
allowance, Specific medical checkups and
counselling in health insurance schemes, etc.
Mutual Aid Associations: Short-term (medical)
benefit,Temporary absence from work benefit
Public Health: Infectious disease control, measure
for specific disease, measures for atomic bomb
survivors
Social Welfare: Expenses for health care and
welfare measures for people with physical
disabilities, maternal and child health/hygiene
measures, etc.
Local government expenditure on medical care
exclusively financed by local revenue

(Note) Expenditures provided from
           the workmen's accident
           compensation scheme are included
           in the "Employment injury" category.
(Note) Medical aid of public assistance is
           Included in the "Social assistance and
           Others" category.
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3. Description of functional categories in Social Benefit (continued)

ILO Def initions Japan

Family benef its

Unemployment

Housing

Social Security
Expenditure

This function covers benef its w hich are 
provided to families in order to meet w ith 
costs and needs related to child-raising 
and the support of  other dependents. 
Generally family benef its are provided for 
children up to a certain age limit. 

Child allow ance (jido teate): Benef it, Child w elfare 
service, etc. 
Social Welfare: Special allow ance for child 
rearing, Child rearing allow ance, Operating costs 
of  nursery school 
Association-Kenpo health insurance, Society- 
managed health insurance, National health 
insurance: Various expenses for maternity and 
childcare, lump-sum payment for maternity leave, 
etc. 
Mutual aid associations: Various expenses for 
maternity and childcare, Parental leave benef it, 
Family-care leave benef it  
Employment Insurance etc.: Maternity leave 
benef it and family-care leave benefit 
Public Health: Pension for children w ith disability, 
supplemental benefits for long-term care 
School expense assistance programme 

This function covers any benef it provided 
to a protected person arising from the 
loss of gainful employment. 

Employment Insurance, etc.: Jobseeker 
allow ance, allow ance for employment 
maintenance, employment stabilization business. 

(Note) Maternity leave benef it and family-
           care leave benefit in continuous 
           employment are included in "Family".
(Note) Employment stabilization business 
           includes benef its paid for the 
           incumbent and employers, as w ell as 
           For the unemployed. 

Benef its provided (on a means-tested 
basis) to assist w ith the cost of  housing. 

Public assistance： Housing assistance 
Public housing rent subsidy 

Social assistance 
and others

Benef its in cash or in kind provided to 
individuals or certain targeted groups 
w ho require specif ic assistance in order 
to obtain a def ined minimum level of  
income and to meet minimum subsistence 
requirements. The majority of  these 
benefits are provided on a means-tested 
basis to individuals w hose income 
(w hether f rom active employment or from 
pension benef its) falls below  the poverty 
line level. 

Mutual Aid Associations: Benef its for victims of  
natural disaster, etc. 
Public Assistance: Various aids 
Social w elfare: Support for victims of natural 
disaster 
Disaster victims livelihood recovery support 
system: Expenses for support fund 

(Note) Housing aid in public assistance is 
           Included in the "Housing" category. 

Note: ILO Definitions are the criteria used in “The Cost of Social Security, 19th International Inquiry.”




