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CausesandConsequencesofLowFertilityandPopulationAging
inEasternAsia
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EasternAsiancountriesexperiencedadrasticdeclineinfertilityaftertheturnofthecentury.Not

onlymetropolitanareassuchasHongKong,MacauandSingaporebutalsotheRepublicofKorea

andTaiwanhadextremelylowTFRvalueslessthan1.1andarestillunabletorevert1.3.While

Japaniscurrentlythemostagedcountryintheworld,KoreaandTaiwanareexpectedtoovertake

Japaninthenearfuture.Combinedwithmetropolitanareas,EasternAsiawillbethemostagedre-

gionintheworld.

Suchadrasticfertilitydeclinemaybeexplainedbycompressedmodernityandtheimpactofthe

firstdemographictransition.However,suchtheoriesarenotconsistentwithempiricalevidence.In-

stead,thisarticleproposesaculturaldeterministicviewoffertility.Extremelylowfertilityisas-

sumedtoresultfromaconflictbetweenrapidlychangingsocio-economicsystemandgradually

changingfamilysystem.ThefamilypatterninKorea,TaiwanandChinahasConfuciancharacter-

isticsthataremoredistinctfromNorthern/WesternEuropeanfamilypatternthanarethecharacter-

isticsoftheJapanesefamilypattern.Thus,thediscrepancyfrompost-modernsocio-economic

systemisassumedtobelargeramongtheoffspringofConfucianfamiliesthanamongthatoffeu-

dalfamilies,includingfamiliesinJapan.

SincetheuniversalpensionsystemwasestablishedrelativelyrecentlyinKorea,Taiwanand

China,theroleofpublictransfersfortheelderlyisnotyetsignificantinthosecountries.Thesitua-

tionoftheelderlyinKoreaisveryserious,asevidencedbythesuicideandpovertyratesinthe

country.ThebettersituationoftheelderlyinTaiwancanbeattributedtosufficientfamilialsup-

port,whichistheresultoflessacuteurbanizationinTaiwanthaninKorea.

Policyinterventiontocopewithlowfertilityandpopulationagingisintroducedtosustaineco-

nomicgrowthandsupporttheelderly.Therelaxationoftheone-childpolicyinChinaseemsto

havebeenmotivatedbyitseconomicslowdowninrecentyears.Sincethedevelopmentofasocial

securitynetisnotrapidenough,theChinesegovernmentintendstopromotefamilialsupportfor

elderlyparents.


