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JapaninthePost-demographicTransitionPeriod:AComprehensiveStudy
oftheLong-termDevelopmentofPopulationandSocioeconomicsystem

RyuzaburoSATO1)andRyuichiKANEKO2)

Demographicsystemandsocioeconomicsystemalwaysworkinterdependently.Inthispaper,we

examinedtherelationshipsbetweendemographicchangesandsocioeconomictransformationthat

haveoccurredintheprocessfromthedemographictransitionphasetothepost-demographictran-

sitionphaseinJapan,inwhichprocessalldemographicforcesdetermininghumanreproduction

suchasfertilityandmortality,populationsizeandagestructuredrasticallychanged.Specifically,

wecontrastedthepost-demographictransitionperiodwiththedemographictransitionperiodto

characterizethemfromtheviewpointsof(1)populationdistribution,mobilityandmigration(in-

cludinginternalmigration,intergenerationalmobilityandinternationalmigration),(2)population

economics(includingmacroeconomy,employment,andsocialsecurity),(3)populationsociology

(includinglifecourse,socialnetwork,household,familysystem,genderrelations,sexualityand

education),and(4)theareaofthought,cultureandpolitics.

Thecomparativelookattheshiftbetweenthosetwotransitionphases,whichoccurredinyears

fromthemiddleofthe1970stothelate2000sinJapan,shedsanewlightonthelongtermdevel-

opmentofdemographicandsocioeconomicsystemsandprovidesusefulprospectsonthefuture

evolution,althoughherethediscussionsmostlyrelyontheoreticalthinkingfromstatisticaldataand

existentliterature.Henceweneedfurtherexaminationsforstrictverificationofinterdependency

betweendemographicandsocioeconomicphenomena.

1)Visitingresearchfellow,InstituteofEconomicResearch,ChuoUniversity,Tokyo

2)NationalInstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurityResearch,Tokyo


