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Tb5 (1D BALDOEMD S kD~ DO 320004 GREF 1i320084E12 H 12k
KAE) 1T 572, (2) AN o T iz & FIC iy~ O fiifi 4 k4 25 513 19704
fPBE A974E) @b ohn b, £/ (3) EEARA DO S D~ O iE#I1£1990
AT (L995MED R AAE) 128 2 - 7. B AITHED AN & BEAN D OFHEIF 199741
I 5> TWh5,

WD AOEA VLM (1X0K]I 5 T1XD/IN ~N)

AE A %7 L (population momentum) FALDORDFEEDO O &2 T, fHHICEZ
FEADBEOBIR I T 21EETH 2. THbL, @R U TE /2 AEEMmAm~
D, WYL TERADBBYTRAND, BnEGIENZWEENMELTED, Ih%E
AOEA VY LEWMATNS, ZOFWRREEDIERG, FEiZ AN OFRHEE Ny — /1T
fh7z o720, ML T a3 AOTEEAEWIHRIEEZ L, HAEICSmT 2 AD BB Z 6T,
WIZIRENZ K R AT 5 w3 i L 7o, — A0 E D O HATTEIPHM ML D
S5 THAKO M ARKEIA, JWCHEIADBEIZHL TP 5. 98bbI AN
TR¥WMoOBBESRIn D, —J, DAz k o AQ#ED I CTEf bR L Tn b
AATRZOHED Z EBEL, SEROMAERMID, JECEHMNEZ 2EENET 5. L
72> T, TOADITIEAD HAITEIPF M S 0 715 < ADD ~DOBEANRRI-N 5.

Z9 LI AOTIITHAERNE B I ADEHUKELZ LB L L35 & (7272 LIRIRFICIE
TR—E, HEAOEZRE), AOEA VY LOMEITL > THHBOBE IS <zl
() TRV, VTHEEIEADICES, TOEED AN EBIEO B & DEN
ZMN, AHEA VI LOMPIZL-THRoINILbEDTHENE, AHEA VY LD
sREhSOANBBDOILETESN S (ZOREOHEMOANEA VI LTHB). £h
M1k REIhiE, ADBWAERZR->TED, /NSTNREEDENERF- T3 2
iz s, A 2010) 1ITkNiE, DBEOALDEA VY LIL, THEET ZBZ 5KE
THEB LT, 19964121 2 FllY, @PEA V7 LN LI, Z0%IE—HLT
WY ERTTND, COANOEA VY LOEHRS, HicZAOLV Y —L0OMIGE/RT HE
IR D 1 5 TH 5.
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i A Ty, FECH G, AMEREEEOZNE DA A2 2 L1235, AN
AT EFEC T OEALIZ A DR N & R 2 P ADERYIZBL T, S51ICRE_OA
HEEHIC B 2 AOEBOBFIKNEZ D, AD BV Y- LAEROBRESGNZEHDT
bbB. Lichi->T, HAESEFRTHOZEALDOHITKHRE/LD RO E RS Z ENTX 5,

(L wAH (K6)

B 6189 DIF, HADGIHFRNERDIHER TH 5. AilfeskiiA R (total fertility
rate ! TFR, [&aHHER] Lduvd) &3, KPEQERIIHERD 2RI 2 &5l
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Japan in the Post-demographic Transition Period: Theoretical and
Empirical Perspectives on the Long-term Population Dynamics

Ryuzaburo SATO" and Ryuichi KANEKO”

In the early twenty first century, the total population of Japan began to decline, after reaching its
maximum of 128 million in 2008. Japan's total fertility rate has been below the replacement level
since the middle of the 1970s and its life expectancy at birth has been the highest in the world since
the middle of the 1980s, now exceeding 86 years for females and 80 years for males. Along with
the societal change, it is evident that this country has shifted to a new population regime in the
post-demographic transition period, which we term in this paper a new demographic transition.
This second demographic transition conceptualizes a transformation of both demographic and so-
cioeconomic factors. The concept of the new or second demographic transition is parallel to the
Second Demographic Transition model first proposed by Dirk van de Kaa and Ron Lesthaeghe in
1986, which refers to changes in partnership, family formation, and fertility behavior witnessed
since the late 1960s in Western and Northern Europe. But the term here refers to the comprehensive
demographic changes including longevity shift which has been observed in the society of Japan.

We first give a definition of the post-demographic transition period and "the new demographic
transition" in Japan. This involves rethinking the classical theories of the demographic transition,
which anticipated the fertility settling down at the replacement level and the total population return-
ing to the stationary one after the transition completed. Second, we present demographic indicators
that describe when and how Japan entered this new regime. By examining the changes in popula-
tion growth rates, fertility patterns and mortality patterns, we can conclude that the shift into the
second demographic transition in Japan occurred between the middle of the 1970s and the late
2000s. This shift in the demographic regime is closely associated with socioeconomic, cultural, and
political changes in Japan. We will discuss these issues in our subsequent paper to appear in this
journal. The study of the post-demographic transition period of Japan from both theoretical and em-
pirical perspectives is imperative because the other Asian countries seem to follow the same dy-
namics.
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