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ItsEffectivenessandLimitations
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Thesovereignstateisamajorplayerevenintimesofgrowingcross-bordermigration.Withits

exclusiveandcoercivepower,thestateseeksaneffectiveimmigrationpolicyasameanstobring

inmigrantsbeneficialtothehostsocietyandtostemtheinflowsofthosewhoareunwanted.Im-

migrationpolicydirectlyshapesthedirectionsandscalesofinternationalpopulationmovements.

Italsoinfluencesandmotivatespeoplewhoarewillingtotranscendnationalboundariesandlive

outsidetheircountriesoforigin.

However,thestate'sattempttocontrolimmigrationoftenfailstoyieldtheintendedoutcomes.

Today,thecitizensofmajorreceivingsocietiesarerarelycontentwiththesocialconsequencesof

theimmigrationpolicyformulatedandimplementedbytheirgovernments.Anti-immigration

groupshaveincreasinglygainedpopularsupport.Thegrowingpublicresentmentagainstimmi-

grantsisevidentandcommonlyseenindevelopedcountries,particularlyinEurope.Thus,immi-

grationpolicyisfrequentlyunderpressuretoreform.

Thisessayexaminesthefactorsthatinfluencetheeffectivenessandineffectivenessofimmigra-

tionpolicy.Inotherwords,itinvestigatestheconditionsforimmigrationpolicytofunctionasin-

tendedbythepolicymakers.Theessaydealsconceptuallywithimmigrationpolicyperformance

andthendiscussestheissueinamoreorlessexperimentalmanner,focusingonthecaseofJapan.

Japanhasbeenlongdescribedasa"zero-immigrationcountry"withtheproofthatthecountry's

foreignresidentsaccountsforbelowtwopercentofthetotalpopulation.Notably,Japan,whose

populationsizeisrapidlyshrinking,hasrecentlyimplementedseveralpolicyinitiatives,including

theEPAschemeforforeignnursesandcare-givers,third-countryrefugeesprogram,andpointssys-

temforforeigntalents.However,theseinitiativeshavereportedlyfallenfarshortofexpectations

intermsoftheireffectiveness.ThelowperformanceofJapan'simmigrationpolicycanbepartially

attributedtothedeficienciesembeddedinitsownpolicyframeworksandtotheinsufficientscale

ofpotentialmigrantsinterestedinmovingtoJapan.

Thedeterminantsofimmigrationpolicyeffectivenesstendtovaryacrossnations.Forthisrea-

son,scholarsneedtoestablishasystematicanalyticalmethodologywithaviewtoexplorethe

mechanismofhowimmigrationpolicyfailstoachieveitsobjectivesdespitethemonopolistic

powerexertedbythestateoverimmigration.Therefore,thepursuitofeffectiveimmigrationpolicy

withaclearerunderstandingofitslimitationsis,andwillcontinuetobe,akeyissueinthefaceof

theexpectedexpansionofcross-bordermigration.


