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APerspectiveonInternationalMigration
-IsthereanyJapanesemodel?-

ReikoHAYASHI

InternationalmigrationisimportantbothfortheglobalizedworldandforJapanwhichisexpe-

riencingsubstantialpopulationdecline.Thereisasteadyincreaseofthenumberoftheinternational

migrantsintheworldfrom154millionin1990to232millionin2013.Ifweclassifycountriesac-

cordingtotheproportionofinternationalmigrants,themostmigrantrichcountriesaretheArab

StatesoftheGulf,followedbythe"historicallymigrantcountries"suchasCanada,Australiaand

UnitedState.EuropeancountriesarealsorichinmigrantsinthesamelevelassomeAfricancoun-

triessuchasC・ted'IvoreorGabon.InAsia,apartfromMalaysiaorSingapore,theproportionof

migrantstendstobelower,inwhichJapan,ChinaandKoreaarenoexception.

Consideringthefactthatpeoplemigratewhiletheyareyoung,thestagnationofyoungpopula-

tionoftheworldinthefutureisarealityandmoreandmorecompetitionwouldbeanticipatedbe-

tweenthemigrantsreceivingcountries.TheonlyexceptionistheAfricancontinentwherethe

youngpopulationincreasecontinuesthroughoutthe21stcentury,howtomanagetheAfrican

"push"willbeachallengefortheglobalcommunityinthenearfuture.

Sincetheremittancesexceedinternationalaids,therelationbetweentheinternationalmigration

anddevelopmenthasbeenahotdebate,butsofarthereisnounanimousconsensus.Variousstudies

wereconductedandshoweddifferentresultstosupportthebraingain,drainorwaste.Simple

analysisshowsthattheout-migrationratehasnocorrelationwithGDPpercapitaandhasnegative

correlationwithGDPgrowthrate.Japanesehistoricaltrendshowsthatthebothin-migrationand

out-migrationhadnoapparenteffectontheeconomicgrowth.Ananthropologicalsurveysuggests

apossibleadverseeffectofinternationalmigrationtoraisefertilityinaveryhighfertilitysetting

inWesternAfrica.Internationalmigrationhasbothpositiveandnegativeeffectsforthedevelop-

ment,andwhilepromotinggoodmigration,effortsshouldbemadetocreatebetterdomesticenvi-

ronmentsothatpeoplearenotobligedtogoabroadtohavebetterlife.

ThefreemovementofpeoplehasbeenalreadyrealizedthroughregionalintegrationinEU,

CARICOM,East,WestandSouthernAfricaanditisalsoplannedinASEANfrom2015.Inaddi-

tion,thegrowingnumberofregionaltradeagreementsuchasEPAorFTAstimulatesconditioned

movementofpeople.These"controlledfreedom"ofinternationalmigrationmightbethefuture

trend,backedbythedevelopmentandpopularisationofrelatedtechnologysuchasbiometricsor

internetandmobilephonenetwork.

TheforeignersinJapancompriseonly1.6%oftotalpopulationsofar,buttherateisincreasing

steadilyespeciallyforthepermanentresidents.Variousmeasuresweretakentoimprovethegov-

ernance,suchthatforeignerswereincludedintheresidentregistrationsince2012ortheInterna-

tionalSocialSecurityAgreementhasbeenimplemented,signedorundernegotiationwith25

countries.The"Yokoso!Japan"campaigncoupledwiththeexpansionofvisaexemptionhadpro-

motedtheshort-termforeignvisitorsachievingthehistoricallyhighestnumberof11millionin

2013.EPAsarefacilitatingthecare-workermigrationfromthePhilippines,IndonesiaandVietnam.
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Howeverthesocialintegrationmeasuresaremuchtobeimproved.

TheaccumulationoftheresearchesontheDNAanalysishadprovedthattheJapaneseraceisa

mixtureofdifferentgroupsofpeople,notreplacingthenativesorexcludingnewcomers.Thecul-

tureofsymbiosishadbeenanorm,butoccurredinaslowerpace,comparedtotheactualspeedof

populationdeclineorinternationalmigration.Thusthereplacingcompletelythepopulationdecline

withinternationalmigrantswouldbeverydifficult,butitisneverthelessimportanttocallforthe

migrantsinviewoftheactivationofthesocietybymultiplecultures,creationofnewamalgamated

civilization,asmuchasthereceptioncapacityallows.


