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MethodologicalIssuesregardingHouseholdProjectionsforJapan

ToruSUZUKI

TheNationalInstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurityResearchpublishedthelatesthousehold

projectionsforJapaninMarch2013.Theprojectionshadvariousmethodologicalproblemsdueto

deficienciesinthecensusofJapan.First,unlikethepreviouscensuses,the2010censusincluded

an"unknown"categoryforfamilytypesofhouseholds.Thisledtoanewproblemindetermining

theinitialpopulationofthehouseholdprojections.Second,cohortchangesinthepercentageofsin-

glemenandwomenbetweenthe2005and2010censusessuggestedadrasticchangeintheactual

compositionof"unknown"maritalstates.Inorderforthepercentageofsinglewomenaged40-44

in2005todeclinebetween2005and2010,theproportionofsingleamongthosewhosemarital

statuswas"unknown"hadtodropsignificantlybetweentwocensuses.

Despiteacontinualdecelerationinthegrowthofone-personhouseholdssince1990,growthof

thishouseholdcategorysuddenlyacceleratedbetweenthe2005and2010censuses.Theaccelera-

tionwassounnaturalthatitdidnotmatchtheprojectedgrowthratesofone-personhouseholds.On

theotherhand,theaccelerateddecreaseinotherprivatehouseholds(neitherone-personnorfamily

nuclei)inthehouseholdprojectionswasconsistentwiththe2005─10period.Acomparisonof

transitionmatricesinHouseholdChangesSurveysin2004and2009suggestedthattherewasabe-

havioralchangethatacceleratedthedecreaseinotherprivatehouseholds.However,thedegreeof

accelerationwaspossiblyexaggeratedbythecensusresults.

Thepercentageofinstitutionalizedpopulationwasprojectedtoincreasecontinuouslyupto2035.

Ananalysisofprojectionresultsshowedthatthemaincauseofthisispopulationagingandthatthe

percentageisincreasinglydominatedbythegrowthoftheelderlypopulationaged85yearsand

older.


