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DecliningFertilityRateandItsCopingPolicyMeasuresinTaiwan

ShoichiITO

ThepurposesofthisarticlearetoexaminefactorsofdecliningfertilityrateinTaiwanthatisfac-

ingthelowestfertilityrateintheworldandtointroducethepolicymeasuresforcopingthatissue

inTaiwan.Thelabormarketsituationsforfemalehavechangedlargely.Theaverageincomeratio

betweenfemaleandmaleworkershasbeenshrinking,andtheunemploymentoffemaleislower

thanthatofmale.Thesechangeshavemadeiteasierforfemaletoparticipateinlabormarketthan

before.Thefemale'slaborforceparticipationrate(LFPR)byagegroupwasMshapedinTaiwan,

butthatshapehasbecomethatlikeamountain,thatis,theLFPRof25-29yearsoldgroupishigh-

estandafterthat,thatisdeclining,astheiragebecomesolder.InTaiwan,tertiaryeducationhasbe-

comedominantespeciallyforfemale.Thischangehasbeenaffectingtheageoffemales'first

marriage.Thehighcostsofchildcaringandhousingdiscouragesmarriageandchildbirth.Although

theeffectofChinesezodiacisnotstatisticallysignificant,ifweobservethemovementofbirthrate

inTaiwanyearbyyear,itisclearthattheTigeryearandtheDragonyearaffectbirthrateinTai-

wan.

ThevariouspolicymeasureshavebeenimplementedinTaiwanforcopingwiththelowestfer-

tilityrateintheworld.TotalFertilityRate(TFR)roseslightlyfrom2010to2011inTaiwan.

ROC99(2010)andROC100(2011)areconsideredastheluckyandmemorialyears,andROC101

istheDragonyear.Theseyearsgiveyoungpeoplemoreincentivetomarryandasaresult,fertility

raterose.Thisincreaseinfertilityrateistransient.Itisnecessarytoimplementpolicymeasuresin

ordertoimprovetheconditionsagainstmarriageandchildbirth.Thevariouspolicymeasureshave

beenimplementedinTaiwanforcopingwithdecliningmarriageandfertilityrate.Weshouldcon-

tinuetoexaminetheeffectsofthosepolicymeasures.

Themarriagewithforeignandmainlandbrideshasincreasedinthesecondhalfofthe1990s.In

general,itisbelievedthatthefertilityrateofforeignbridesishigherthanthatoflocalbrides.In

thecaseofTaiwan,however,thenumberofchildbirthofforeignandmainlandbridesislowerthan

thatoflocalbrides,whichisnotconsistentwiththegeneralimpressionaboutfertilityrateoffor-

eignbrides.


