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Surveynonresponse,whichiscomposedofunitnonresponseanditemnonresponse,occurswhen

asampledunitdoesnotrespondtothewholesurveyorparticularsurveyquestions.Inrecentyears,

surveynonresponsehasgraduallygeneratedinterestinJapan,asmanysocialsurveyshavedeclined

theirresponserates.

Inthispaper,Iassessedunitnonresponseanditemnonresponseinthe4thNationalSurveyon

FamilyinJapan(NSFJ),whichwasconductedbyNationalInstituteofPopulationandSocial

SecurityResearchin2008.Iexamined(1)thekindofcharacterofasampleunitthatcausedunit

nonresponse;and(2)thetypeofquestionsandrespondentattributesresultinginitemnonresponse.

Theresultswereasfollows.Themainreasonsofunitnonresponsewerenon-contactsandrefusals.

Thesampleslivingindependentlyorinmetropolitanareaswerelikelytofailtorespond,andtheir

non-contactratewashigherthantheirrefusalrate.Theunitnonresponserateofthe4thNSFJwas

higherthanthatofthe2ndNSFJconductedin1998.Bothnon-contactandrefusalratesofthe4th

NSFJwerehigherthanthoseofthe2ndNSFJ.Thesampleslivingwithtwoormorefamily

memberswhoseunitnonresponseratehadbeenlowwerelikelytoinfluencetheresponserate.

Thefrequencyofitem nonresponsewasassociatedwiththetopicsandstructuresofthe

questions.Atthesametime,thesocio-demographicfeaturesofrespondentsinfluencedtheitemnon

responserateofdifferentrespondents.Olderpeople,widowedordivorced,andthelesseducated

werelesslikelytoprovideanswers.Theageoftheyoungestchildandthejobstatusalsoaffected

theitemnonresponseratesofmarriedrespondents.

Onthebasisoftheseresults,Isuggestedconsideringthedataofthe4thNSFJandproposed

reconsideringthequestionsandtheirstructuresforthe5thNSFJ,whichwillbeconductedin2013.


