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Thispaperarguesthatanumberofyouthissuesthathavearisensincethe1990sarearesultof

changesinthepatternoftransitionfromadolescencetoadulthood,andconsidersthewaysinwhich

effectivesocialpoliciesmaybedevelopedinordertoaccommodatethenewmodeloftransition.

ThepaperbeginsbypresentinganoverviewofthechangesinthetransitionalprocessinJapan,

thenitreviewsthenewpatternthatemergedinthe2000s,andfinally,thepaperexaminesvarious

youthpoliciesthatwereimplementedduringthedecade.Youthissueswereoriginallyaddressedin

fourseparatepolicyareas:employment(includingcareereducationandvocationaltraining),youth

support,socialinclusionofyouthatrisk,andshoshika-thealarmingdeclineinJapan'sbirth-asa

resultofthereluctanceofyoungpeopletostartafamilyduetothelackofstatesupport.These

issueswereinitiallyperceivedseparatelybutastheextentoftheproblemsbecameapparent,the

government'sapproachbegantobemoreinter-departmentalandpolicesbecamemorecomprehen-

sive.Thepaperconcludesbysuggestingthatcurrently,youthpoliciesareatthestagewherewide

rangingyouthproblemssuchaseducation,housing,socialinsurance,family,andcitizenship,need

tobeaddressedasinter-relatedissuesandpoliciesdevelopedaccordingly.Inshort,youthpolicies

mustaimtocreateaninclusivesocietyinwhichyoungpeoplearesystematicallysupportedinall

areasoftheirlivesandencouragedtobecomevaluablemembersofsociety.


