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Thisstudyexaminestheeffectsofeducationandregularemploymentonpartnershipformation

inJapan,usingpaneldatafromthe2004NationalSurveyonMarriageandtheFamilyandits

follow-upin2007.Focusingmenandwomenaged18-49in2004,thestudyexamines,in

multivariatecontext,theeffectsofeducationalattainmentandentryintoregularemployment

(full-timeemploymentwithjobsecurityandfringebenefits)aftergraduationon: current

employmentandincome,cohabitation,andfirstmarriagetiming.Theresultsoftheanalysisare

summarizedasfollows.First,highereducationandobtainmentofregularemploymentasthefirst

jobaftergraduationarepositivelyassociatedwithcurrentregularemploymentandhigherincome,

andthisassociationisstrongeramongmenthanamongwomen.Second,entryintoregular

employmentaftergraduationsignificantlyincreasesthelikelihoodoffirstmarriageamongmen,

whileitreducesthelikelihoodofcohabitationamongwomen.Third,highereducationsignificantly

decreasesthelikelihoodofcohabitationofbothsexes,andalsogreatlyreducesthelikelihoodof

firstmarriageamongwomen.

Theseresultsimplythat,especiallyamongmen,employmentsecurityandstabilityduringthe

earlyadulthoodislinkednotonlytoemploymentstabilityandfinancialsecuritylaterinlifecourse,

butalsotothehigherlikelihoodoffirstmarriage.Thefindingsalsosuggestthatincreasing

educationalattainmentnotonlycontributestocareerdevelopmentandhigherearningpowerof

youngmenandwomen,butalsodiscourageswomen'spartnershipformation.Sincetheexpansion

ofhighereducationhasbeenmorerapidamongyoungwomenthanamongyoungmen,thisinturn

impliesthatwomen'srisingeducationalattainmentisoneofthemajorfactorsofrapiddeclinesin

marriageinJapaninrecentyears.




