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AnEmpiricalStudyofSexPreferencesforChildreninJapan

RieMORIIZUMI

ThispaperinvestigatesofthesexpreferencesforchildreninJapan.Usingthedatafromthe

8th(1982),9th(1987),10th(1992),11th(1997),12th(2002)and13th(2005)NationalFertilitySurvey,

thechangingtrendsofsexpreferencesforchildreninJapanandtheircauseswereexplored,andthe

effectofthesexcompositionofchildrenalreadybornonmarriedwomen'sfertilityintentionwas

examined.InJapan,manypeoplehavesexpreferencesforchildren,thewidespreadpreference

beingforabalancepreferenceofdaughtersandsons.Sonpreferencewasfoundtohavegradually

weakenedoverthepasttwodecades,andpeopledesiringtohavemoredaughtersthansonshave

increased.Thisisbecausemanypeoplenowmakemuchaccountofthevalueofchildrenwhichare

associatedwithdaughtersratherthansons.Inempiricalanalysisofthefactorsoffertilityintention,

marriedwomenwhohaveonlyson(s)arelikelytodesiretohaveanotherchild.Thisindicatesthat

thebalancepreferencewhichthinkmuchoftheexistenceofdaughterprevailsinJapan.




