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Thepurposeofthisarticleistoinvestigatetheinfluenceofchildcaresupportnetworkson

numberofchildren,idealfamilysizeandpsychologicalstrainusingthedataoftheThirdNational

SurveyonFamilyinJapan(NSFJ-2003).Thefindingsareasfollows:(1)Itislargeportionof

respondent'schildcaresupportnetwork-typewhichisonlycomposedbycloserelatives(spouse

andparents).Theroleofnon-kinnetworksandthepublicresourcesofsocialsupportsonchildcare

arerestrictive.(2)Childcarenetworkswereclassifiedintofourtypes;thosemainlysupportedby

husband,thosemainlysupportedbyhusbandandrealparents,thosemainlysupportedbyhusband

andparents-in-law,andthosemainlysupportedbyrealparents.(3)Whenrespondentshavesupport

networksmainlysupportedbyhusbandandparents-in-law,thenumberofchildrenandidealfamily

sizeincrease.Insum,thecompositionofchildcaresupportnetworksaffectsnumberofchildren,

idealfamilysizeandpsychologicalstrain.Basedontheresults,Idiscusspolicyimplications.




