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RecentDevelopmentsinHouseholdFormationinJapan

ToruSUZUKI

ThispaperexaminedchangesinhouseholdformationbehaviorusingTheFifthNationalSurvey

onHouseholdChanges.Thesurveywasconductedfornationallyrepresentativesamplebythe

NationalInstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurityResearchinJuly,2004.Lifetablemeasures

revealedthatthedelayinhome-leavingcontinued,althoughtheproportionofyoungwomenthat

leavebytheage20didnotshowanapparenttrendrecently.Inspiteoftheyoungerageatmarriage

forwomen,Japansustainsasingularpatternthatmenleaveearlierthanwomen.Thispatternwas

formedbythesignificantlyhigherproportionofmenthatleavebeforemarriagethanwomen.

A logitmodelshowedthatunsuccessfulcareerachievementandlatemarriagepromoted

returningparentalhousehold.Thisresultsuggeststhatreturninghomeincreasedduringthe

long-termrecessioninthe1990sandtheearly2000s.UnlikeinItalyandotherwesterncountries,

premaritalhome-leavinghadapositiveimpactonfertility.ThismightbeanothersignofJapan's

uniquenessinhome-leavingbehavior.

Itwasobservedthat,duringtheeconomicrecession,femalefirstmarriageratesandfertilityrates

underage20increased.Logitmodelsrevealedthatsuchveryearlymarriageandchildbearingare

connectedwithruralresidenceandloweducationalandoccupationalachievements.Thechange

duringtherecessioncouldbeunderstoodasthespreadofanattitudesimilartoworkingclassin

BritainandotherWesternEurope.Itwasinferredthat,asJapanchangedtowardahierarchical

society,moreandmoreteenagersbecamerecklessandirresponsible.Theyrejectedthelifestyleof

middleclassthatpostponesmarriageandchildbearingtosecurethesatisfactorylevelofhuman

investmentsonchildren.After2002,however,marriageandfertilityratesstarteddecliningagain

astheeconomyrecoveredandthelabormarketconditionwasimproved.Thechangeduringthe

recessionraisedtheissueoftrade-offbetweenfertilityandeconomicequality,aswellasthat

betweenthequantityandqualityofchildren.




