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ReturnMigrationtoRuralRegionsinJapan:
AnAnalysisof'TheFifthNationalSurveyonMigration,2001'

YujiESAKI

Thispaperexamines'U-turnmigration',orreturnmigrationtoruralregionsinJapanusingdata

of'TheFifthNationalSurveyonMigration'performedbyNationalInstituteofPopulationand

SocialSecurityResearchin2001.

TheratesofU-turnmigrationfromotherprefecturestohomeprefectureandthestayratesin

homeprefectureatthetimeofthesurveyin'HokkaidoandTohoku','HokurikuandKoshinetsu',

'ChugokuandShikoku',and'KyushuandOkinawa'arealmostsimilar.Thengroupingthedataof

fourregions,comparisonsoftheseratesamonggenerationswereconducted,theyoungerthe

generation,thehighertheratesofU-turnmigrationandthestayratesinhomeprefecture.However,

theseratesofgenerationbornin1961-65arelowerthanthoseofpreviousandfollowing

generations.

Next,relationshipbetweentheseratesandtypesofhomeregion,thatis,'prefecturalcapital',

'city','town',and'village'wasanalyzed,manypeoplebornandraisedinvillagesandwentoutside

theirhomeprefecturescomebacktoothermunicipalitiesoftheirhomeprefectures,butmigrants

returnedtotheirhomevillagesarefairlysmall.ThisleadstothefactthattheratesofU-turn

migrationandthestayratesinhomeprefectureofpeoplefromvillagesarelowerthanthoseof

peoplefromprefecturalcapitals,cities,andtowns.




