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| Some Data of Vital Statisties

¥

LY

o

By
Nabt'a"roﬂSekiyamaf

PR
[ [

8 T TR




- i "
H '~ > ¢
I :

W ® ' o e :"}Ji
BT o RS R A A

‘ It is needless to say that any survey of the i
static bopulation in Tokugawa Era is greatly restricted & |
- BY the, lack of materials, but-the‘difficulty,ofﬁsurveying“~aﬁ
~ the dymamic population in such era is still greater. . = ]

n-wide cénsus was,”of course, undertaken, and - =
urvey concerning one Clan or one district was
herefore, I Dropose to give here an outline -
, € population in some districts, in regard to
which I have made a study, with a view to enabling

‘an idea to be3formed,ofithe»general.trends»in those days., -
. ) . o . : a : . - ;>," (_ » "

(1)  Inqtan¢e df'thé‘Tsushimé;Clan:

- It is possible to calculate birth—rates*and_ﬁeath-\'
rates by the materials to be found in'the "Yemorandum"
written by the aged: Don SUeyamarcovéring thé periogd
~betweern the 4th Year or Teikyo (1687) and the 2na . :
Year of Seitoku (1712).. Acéordingktb»this,ﬂthe highest ol
of birth4rates wa~ 25.16 eus per 1,000 population in the . 7
ar - of Genroku, while the lowe=t was 16,76 in the 1st v
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‘~Year,ﬁf,genroku; the general rate being*alightlv,abovc

or below 20, with the average standing~at,80;81;' The ,
“hig -~ of deéthAratesfwasv33,81{invthe 6th Year of Kanei,
Lowest was 15,21 in the 2nd Year of Genroku; - . v
erage being 22,74. The gréat Zifference between - = .
the two rates is explained by the aged Don to be due to - |
(a) the prevalence of epidemics, and (b) the difference S
in the time of Shumon Aratame (ceremony of determining = = ¢
the religioug‘qept one belongs to) in‘each year. B

A general survey of these two rates reveals that .=
there were many year- in which the death-rate surpassed
the birth-rate, and in consequence the total population .
decreased year after years 31,000 of earlier days decreasin
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- to 29,000 in the last stage. However, the population g i
- did not decrease so much as mightkbg»supposed,from»the,
differénce between these two rates, for the people .
entering the territofyfeXceeded’generally’%he People »
going ‘out of it., = % IR 2 .
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£ In the deqcriptlon coverlng the perlod 1ater than
the 14th Year of Genroku, hlrth- and- &eath-rates are
given, classified in regard” to three districtss ~Fuchu, %
Goson and . Ginzan, Thus a rough calculation of the.@mee7ﬁéa y

- births rates charactellqtic »of urban and rural areas
’,can be obta7neﬁ Thlq 1s a most valuablQ Dvece of data.

‘ Year i ”i”ﬁhwrate L D:uunafate ‘
- (Der'c g ﬁmog 17 (per ohe thousand)
.Eu\ﬁJ Fueha Goson ~ Ginzan

1701 18,07 21h09 8,02 23.65/ 21.03 30,49 - .
1702 16, 07"'25533, 16,77 37.41 17.51°. 50.33 =

' '8 25.5. 27.49 22.68 24.13 . 44.67

5 24,37 . 8.74 - 24.25 24.56 - 20,97 -

L - 28.59 29,87  26.67 15.49 . 33.39 _
L 5 20,200 17,57 - 17.28 16.51 ' 12.30. .

,H169?_44 75 24.91 28.57 [23.18 15.89 . 37.50

‘16”8‘15 68 26,04 30.25 26,99 20.90 33.28

169y 13,98 26,36 10.75 45,30 23.78, 52,22

1630‘16 87 27.14 17.13 37.46 19.88 28,03

1711 12,31 - 22.45  .9.67. 20,94 32.83  40.32 |

1712 18941v;29¢54 23.06 26.43 28,78* - 31.30
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. As w111 have been seen from the above table, the
,blrth -rate of Goson exceeded that of two other districts
in every year - a. *fact Whlch shows tHat, in urban . :
R dlqthCLs, late marriages were 1nev1table owing to

- the difficulty of gettlng married, as compared with

rural districts. Thon, the death-rate was more or less.
" higher in Fuchu than in Goson, and in Ginzah the- rate
owas reﬂarkably hlgh, even exceedlng 50 per 1 OOO 1n some

S yearn. o .

. .+ In short, Fuchu had an excess of deaths and Goson
" had an excess of birthe every year: This excess of births
' ih rural areas enabled the population in the whole of -
the Tsushima Clan to make a narrow escape from suffering
- sha:p dec¢line. It seems to me that these oooos&te trends
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-~ also known. ‘ ,
"particulars are ascertainable over so long a. period. -

'fjﬁ;‘In the following table, figures are ~1fen, geperally C
o W1Th 1ntefvals of ten vears: . - 0

' ave;r’age L
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of blrth~ and death-rates in uxban and rural dlstrlcts
‘may .be taken as 1ndlcat1ve of the' general tendency

e -

all. over the country in Tokuvawa Era.

(2) Inqtance of the Nambu Plan.

By the 1nvnst1#atlons made by Bansen Takahashl,

- the populatlon of this territory during avprox1mately

100 years out, of 130 years between the 9th Year of-

Kanei (1669) and the 3rd Year of Kyowa (1803), is

avallablee Further, in regard to about 90 years )
-of that- DQJ:'J.Ofq ~the numbers of births and leaths are .
Tt is very rare; indegd, that such = "~
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L Total - Birth- . "Death-
Year Puanutlon Blrth Death _rate " _rate
~ o .1e81 307 641 4,469 3 493‘ S l4.52,. ~.ll.35
1691 307,260 5,645 4,620 - 18.37 - 15.04
1701 345,938 5,253 3,032  15.18 . 8.76
1711 348,750 8,771 6,852  29.51 19,88
1720 365,577 '8.741 6,770 23.8¢ . 18.47
- 1730 343,031 - 6,348 * 6, 1173 - 18,51 . . 18,00- .
1740 ~?6/9403 7,857 5,176 ©  31.39 - 14.09. - .
1750 - 358,488 4,740 '8.930 ~ 13.22° 24,91
1760, 355,935 6 113“ 4,058 17.17  11.40
Vl??O’-BHS 855 6 846 B,y 'g10  12.08 18,98
- 1780 357, 705 8, 215 ‘8,225‘- L 22,97 . - 22.929.
1790 356, 1987 8, 703 8 5783 24,88 24,60
/1800"357 810 ll 293 11 913; - 31.56 e 33429‘1
Total o o op.07  19.80
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o 'ItfiS'difficult to ‘see, even taklng into considera-
tion the circumstances in those days, that the normal

figures of both = and doabhvrates were around 20,
Is it not reaconable to asgssume that hoth normal vates
in Kenei Tra were 27 or 28, or possibly around 30?7 If

. 80, these rates, should be tikew as Oomperet*vely high -
even in those ﬂaJs Perhape this may: be regarded as = .
proving that, as far back as Tokugava Bra, there Were
many blrths and many deaths in the Tonoku reglon.'

]

A. General Survey of the Trends.
‘Besides the above-mentloned examples, several
o 1nstances are avaliable, such as those of Imafuku-mura,
 Xuma-gun, Kal Province, anhd other districts. An' overall:
1 of a1l these 1nstances shows that, in general,
ates of both births and deaths were notlceably
L vwy especlally 1s 1t observable that the birth rate
'*Awas exceedingly low. This was not by gny means due
to the. 1nsafilc16nt reproduct1v1ty of WOmen.

o The first cauée was that 1llegal abortlon, i.e.,

- intentional birth control, was practiced all over the

country, a certain percentage of embryos belng prevented
: ’fron?seelno the llght. o , :

S The second causée was that people reported for
registration,gfbitths, not immediately after: the event,
but after a certain period of time, usually at the tlme
of Shumon Aratsme. As a result, those who has died ./

~ prior to that registration were not counted. This

- custom, on. the other hand, serves to explain the fact
that the eath—rate in those days was conparatively
low,
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